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Aanchal Malhotra -Born and raised in New Delhi into a family of booksellers, I hold 
the written word close to my heart and am drawn to manuscripts that are textural, 
providing a sense of culture and feel of the land, albeit, with an international flair. At 
Red Ink, I focus on developing mostly high quality literary and historical fiction, with 
a keen interest in women’s writing, diasporic literature, dark humour and satire. I am 
also very interested in acquiring debut writing from and about the subcontinent. 
 
An artist with an MFA in Visual Art from Concordia University, Montréal, my own 
seminal research has been on material memory of the Partition of the Indian subcon-
tinent in 1947, through the preservation of oral histories, intangible memories and 
objects.   

Anuj Bahri - Like all good bosses – I too have to add my words of wisdom. I believe, 
there is no story that has not been written, but the love with which it is narrated 
makes all the difference. A story ‘well told’ is what I am looking for.
Graduated from the University of Delhi with a Bachelors in Commerce and wasting 
enough time with a few small but good management courses, I joined the legendry 
booksellers – BAHRISONS at Khan Market, New Delhi. After having worked with 
the bookstore for 20 odd years under the tutorship of Balraj Bahri, I looked at other 
avenues in the book trade and added a small publishing division called Tara- India 
Research Press, to the existing line of business as a bookseller.
Thirty three years after – today, with an all-round, 360 degrees of experience as a 
Bookseller, Publisher and Literary Agent - I head the group of BAHRI. 

Sharvani Pandit - If you have a great story, a well-written tale or a well-crafted plot 
to share, then I’m the one for you. I am always looking for a story that informs, but 
above all entertains and engages. It should hold you spellbound and suck you into 
the writer’s world. Tell me about your work and yourself without making it seem as 
though you have used every fancy word in the dictionary, or dropping names of all the 
writers you have read on the bookshelf.
I read everything from thrillers to fantasy, young adult to historical fiction, classics 
to narrative non-fiction. Some favourites from an endless list of greats, include Leon 
Uris, Conn Iggulden, Rick Riordan, Eoin Colfer, JRR Tolkien, Terry Prachet, James 
Patterson (of Alex Cross books), Lee Child, Gabriel Marquez, Bill Bryson and Richard 
Dawkins. I’ve been a journalist for twelve years and then an Editor for five. I currently 

spend my time reading and editing manuscripts, looking for that elusive diamond in the rough that can become 
the next phenomenon like Amish or take the world by storm. My motto - tell it simply and tell it well !!

THE RED TEAM

RED INK LITERARY AGENCY
FLAT 6, KHAN MARKET, NEW DELHI 110003

Anuj Bahri: anuj.redink@gmail.com
Aanchal Malhotra: aanchal.redink@gmail.com
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STAR ATTRACTIONS OF 2016-2017 4

WE PRESENT TO YOU :
Ravi Shankar Etteth
He is charged with the task of discovering the mysterious ‘The Book of Shiva’. 
The narrative is interspersed with re-imagined fables and myths—both Indian and European.

COMMERCIAL FICTION  5 
Crime. Mystery. Thriller
Fantasy. Mythological. Historical
Chic Litt. Romance. Women’s writing YA.  
 
 
LITT-COMMERCIAL 23 
  
  
 
LITERARY WORKS 31

CROSSOVER TITLES/HISTORICAL FICTION  41

GENERAL TRADE & NARRATIVE NON-FICTION 45

MIND, BODY, SPIRIT 59

TRANSLATION 63
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STAR ATTRACTIONS FOR 2016-2017
A much awaited collection of stories from contemporary Urdu master, 
Shamsur Rahman Faruqi 

Red Ink Literary Agency now agents the best-selling authors Stieg Larsson, Jo 
Nesbø, Håkan Nesser for language rights in South Asia and Mikael Bergstrand 
for English Language and language rights in South Asia.

COMMERCIAL FICTION
IT WILL ALWAYS BE YOU by Megha Rao 6
SCION OF IKSHVAKU by Amish Tripathi 8
PRETTY VILE GIRL by Rickie Khosla 10
EYE OF SHIVA by Khayaal Patel 12

LITT-COMMERCIAL
A RIVER ON THE WALL by Stormy Hazarika 26
VOICE OF THE RAIN SEASON by Subrata Dasgupta  26
UNTAMED HEART by Mona Dash 27
THE LAST ACT by Neha Singh 28

LITERARY WORKS
ASHES, WINE AND DUST by Kanza Javed 32
ZOON by Selina Sen 33
WORKS by Shamsur Rahman Faruqi 34
SHEEN : SNOW AND THE BRIDLE PATH by Pran Kishore 37
CHILDREN OF WAR by Suraj Sinha 40

CROSSOVER TITLES/HISTORICAL FICTION
THE BOOK OF SHIVA by Ravi Shankar 42
THE PESHWA by Ram Sivasankaran 44

NARRATIVE NON-FICTION 
FEROZE GANDHI by Bertil Falk 46
UNFINISHED OCTOBER SURPRISE: 
Zia ambassador & the Age of Terror by Kallol Bhattacherjee 47
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COMMERCIAL FICTION

Crime    mystery    thriller    Fantasy    myth

historiCal    romanCe    ChiC litt 
Women’s Writing    ya  
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Megha Rao

IT WILL ALWAYS BE YOU 
You don’t intend to find love. You’re 
not even looking for that ‘one’ special 
person. But sometimes it’s not ‘you’ 
who is taking the call. Life is.

He is a gorgeous-looking rock star, a 
college stud who has girls falling all 
over him. He has everything one could 
possibly ask for. She is in his house 
because of a troubled past. Hurt and 
confused, she is a wild, rebellious girl. 
She is least bothered about his super-
star image and can’t stand his arro-
gance.

And she won’t let his good looks af-
fect her. He can’t take how she ignores 
him. And even though her coal-black 

eyes attract him, he wants to teach her a lesson. That’s how their story 
begins—with hate. Will it end the same way?

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Penguin Random House India
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

REHAB
Insane people are beautiful.”He looked at me seriously. “Then you are 
insane.”A girl who was broken.A boy who was even more broken.To-
gether, they decided to erase the past and write a new story. Their story 
.When Heer was five, she watched her family get murdered. She picked 
up the broken pieces of her heart and escaped. She tried to forget.Ten 
years later, Heer is chucked out of a boarding school run by nuns, and 
is checked into rehab for her cutting issues. She meets her roommate, 
Sonya, who has been admitted for her Bulemia and eating disorder, and 
some other  inmates like Jai, a porn addict, Rohan, a depressed kid, and 
Isha, a victim of child abuse. She’s scared of them, because they all look 
crazy. And she doesn’t want to turn crazy as well.
In a group therapy session that goes awfully bad, Heer gets an insight into 
the absolutely bizarre world of Shravan O’ Shea, the half-Indian, half-Irish 
boy with a drug addiction. He is everything she should stay away from, but 
the chemistry between them is so explosive that neither one of them can 
keep away. Shravan is a broken kid from a broken home, and Heer knows 
there isn’t much she can do to help him. Besides, it’s not like she has fixed 
herself completely. She’s broken too. In this little town of insanity, when 
both their worlds come crashing down, Heer has to learn how to make the 
right choices, and answer her own questions- Can love protect you from the 
demons of your past? Or will you have to keep running from them forever?

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Penguin Random House India
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

Megha Rao is a third year UG 
student doing her B.A. English 
course at the Madras Christian 
College, Chennai.
Megha started writing when she 
was only six while she lived in 
Singapore. After ten years of living 
in Singapore, she moved to Kerala 
with her parents when she was 
twelve, but her love for writing 
had already taken roots. She used 
to make comic books and create 
characters. What started as speech 
bubbles soon turned into short 
stories, and then became novels. 
She published her first novel, 
Alice: The Netherworld in 2012 
and its sequel, Alice: The Inferno 
Conspiracy in 2014.
As an author, she writes more for 
the Young readers in their late teens 
- a style similar to John Green, but 
she also loves writing for the young 
adult, because it makes her feel like 
a kid again. Her favorite author and 
poet is Sylvia Plath, and her favorite 
book is The Bell Jar. She also loves 
Arundhati Roy’s ‘The God of Small 
Things’ and all else in between. She 
is passionate about Spoken Word 
poetry and Confessionalism. She 
loves sketching and painting, and is 
an avid fan of Josephine Wall. She is 
also crazy about music and travel.
You can visit her blog -  
www.meao95.blogspot.com 
or her page on Facebook –   
https://m.facebook.com/Megha-
Rao-1462990264001561/

www.penguinbooksindia.com
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Cover design by Aparajita Ninan
Cover photograph © Getty Images

You don’t intend to find love. 

You’re not even looking for that ‘one’  

special person.

But sometimes it’s not ‘you’  

who is taking the call. 

Life is. 

He is a gorgeous-looking rock star, a college stud  

who has girls falling all over him. He has everything  

one could possibly ask for.  

She is in his house because of a troubled past. Hurt and 

confused, she is a wild, rebellious girl. She is least bothered 

about his superstar image and can’t stand his arrogance.  

And she won’t let his good looks affect her.  

He can’t take how she ignores him. And even though  

her coal-black eyes attract him, he wants  

to teach her a lesson.   

That’s how their story begins—with hate. 

Will it end the same way?
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Satyarth Nayak

THE EMPEROR’S RIDDLES:  
A supernatural Crime thriller
No.2 on the AMAZON.in bestselling thriller’s chart

When Om Patnaik talks num-
bers, they come alive and the con-
spiracies he hints at give his lis-
teners goosebumps. But when his 
dearest friend dies on the ghats 
of Varanasi and his favourite 
conspiracy number jumps out at 
him, he is a man posessed. What 
begins as a need to know why his 
friend died and what the number 
9 may have to do with it, ends in 
a journey across time and space 
where he constantly encounters 
hidden enemies and mentions of 
a source of immense power that 
has been around since ages, but 
never been tapped. In another 
time and space, a son is born to 
a king. A son born who will rule, 
though he isn’t the first-born. A 
son, who as emperor, finally re-

alised the capacity of humans to destroy. An emperor who decided that 
knowledge (read supreme power) must be hidden. He too discovered 9.

PRAISE FOR THE EMPEROR’S RIDDLES:
“The book takes you on a journey of cryptic riddles that you need to solve 
to finally reach the gates of an ancient enigma. It’s a racy thriller with 
murder, science, history, codes and myths, all rolled into one.” 

– The Pioneer

“The book reads like a Dan Brown novel (laden with cryptography and 
religious motifs) with a dollop of Indian mythology fused with a murder 
mystery”

- The Big Brunch Summer Reading List

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Amaryllis Publishers
AUDIO (Audible)
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

Satyarth Nayak is a writer and 
media person based in Delhi. 
Holding a Masters Degree in 

English Literature from St. 
Stephen’s College, Delhi, writing 

has always been a passion for 
him. His short story titled ‘Eve’, 

won the British Council Writers 
Circle Prize in 2006. In the year 

2011, two of his stories, ‘Music and 
Lyrics’ and ‘The Opportunity’ were 

selected for the Chicken Soup 
for the Soul edition of the Indian 
College Students. As a journalist, 

he has worked with premier news 
channels like NDTV and CNN-IBN. 

Working for CNN-IBN as a Health 
Correspondent, he won the SAARC 

Heal Honour for Excellence in 
Health Writing and Broadcasting 

in 2008. The inspiration for this 
book came from his fascination 

with mythology and the esoteric. 
This is his debut novel and many 

more to come.
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SCION OF IKSHVAKU
BOOK 1 OF THE ‘RAMCHANDRA’ SERIES

THE NEW BUMPER MEGA-SELLER, BASED ON INDIAN MYTHS
FROM THE BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF SHIVA TRILOGY

5,00,000 + COPIES SOLD IN 60 DAYS OF RELEASE 

When Amish set out to write the Shiva Trilogy in 2008, it all began with a 
simple question- What is evil? Since then, Amish has found that the ques-
tion while simple, has no straight answer. Evil needs good as much as good 
needs evil. Not only that, his quest led him to the realisation that polar op-
posites serve a function, and hence originated the masculine and feminine 
way of life, the yin and the yang... As well as the realisation that while most 

people view life in absolutist terms, it is all about the grey areas. How the various avatars of the Vishnu and the Ma-
hadev himself redefine society, based on their function as the Nurturer or the Destoryer. 

In his earlier series - the Shiva trilogy, you were presented a compelling story of an alien who comes to India. As 
he is removed from the players on the chessboard, Shiva is able to logically and systematically find the root of Evil 
and eradicate it, allowing society to rebuild itself. But that left Amish with a compelling need to tell you the story 
of how Meluha actually came about. 

Picking up the clues and threads in the Shiva narrative, Amish brings to you the RAM CHANDRA SERIES, which 
continue to focus on Amish’s core philosophies, but adds a twist. In Amish’s new series, the essential question 
isn’t what is good or evil, but what can be done to improve mankind’s state. Here Amish deals with the cyclical 
nature of Life and society and how mankind can’t help itself but ends up doing the same thing over and over. 
History literally keeps repeating itself, leaving Amish with the question: Can man actually rise above his petty 
concerns and daily tribulations for the greater good? 

3400 BCE
He was born at the very moment his father King Dashrath lost the first battle. An event so monumentous that it 
changed the fortunes of his people, as well as the entire subcontinent. An essential rich and influential confeder-
acy was reduced to penury with its overlord a broken man, who blamed his infant son Ram for all his misfortunes. 

Growing up in an atmosphere vitiated by hate, Ram is determined to be principled and fair. His highly developed 
sense of justice and equality leads him to reform the judicial system even as he continues to be slighted by his fa-
ther and the entire Ayodhya nobility - as the man whose birth led to the downfall of the Sāpt Sindhū. Even as Ram 
negotiates these treacherous waters, things are being set in motion to bring about his ultimate downfall. While 
some want him destroyed, others want to use him to forward their own agendas. And then Ram meets Sita...

Begin an epic journey with Amish’s latest on the battle for the soul of India.

Rights Sold : South Asia (English and Regional Languages): Westland Ltd.
Languages sold: 
English (South Asia)
Tamil
Malayalam
Gujarati
Marathi
Kannada

Oriya
Bengali
Telegu
Hindi
Assamese

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS AVIAILABLE NOW!

Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and  
Languages
AUDIO : Audible
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INDIA’S BIGGEST ‘BOOK’ FRANCHISE by Amish Tripathi

IMMORTALS OF MELUHA - BOOK 1

SECRET OF THE NAGAS - BOOK 2

OATH OF THE VAYUPUTRA - BOOK 3

‘Shiva’ is a fast paced story, a definite page-turner… – from sweeping action sequences to heart-tugging love stories. A 
realistic take on Shiva in particular and Hindu gods in general. 

Anil Dharker Media personality, author and journalist: 

A grand adventure: engrossing and exciting, yet much more…. The deep knowledge of Indian mythology that is the 
foundation of ‘Shiva’ is impressive, …the quirky way the author has played with our myths--especially the modernity of 
language that is imposed on our mythical gods and demi-gods--is endearing, …and sometimes very funny. I will be wait-
ing for the next two volumes 

Sandipan Deb Author, editor-in-chief RPG Publications:

SHIVA TRILOGY – FACT SHEET

The Shiva Trilogy, written by Amish, is a compelling, fictional tale of a Tibetan tribal called Shiva, whose adventures 
nearly 4000 years ago, morphed into the mythical legends of the Hindu God Shiva. 

Rights for his books have been sold in 23 territories and languages. They have been translated into 16 Indian and In-
ternational languages. Additionally, QUERCUS Books [Jo Fletcher imprint] have bought the English language rights 
outside of the Indian sub-continent and has published in the UK and US.

Described as ‘India’s first literary pop star’ by world-renowned film director Shekhar Kapur,  Amish’s unique combina-
tion of crackling story-telling, religious symbolism and profound philosophies has made him an overnight publishing 
phenomenon, with spiritual guru Deepak Chopra hailing Amish’s books as ‘archetypal and stirring’. 

Amish’s Shiva Trilogy — The Immortals of Meluha (2010), The Secret of the Nagas (2011) and The Oath of the Vayupu-
tras (2013) — has over 2.7 million copies in print with gross retail sales of over Rs 75 crores, making it the fastest selling 
book series in Indian history. 

Amish is a graduate of IIM-Calcutta and worked for 14 years in the financial services industry before turning to full-
time writing. He lives in Mumbai with his wife Preeti and son Neel.

Accolades

 Forbes Magazine has listed Amish amongst the 100 most influential celebrities in India, four years in a row
 Received the Society Young Achievers Award for Literature
 Man of the Year by Radio City
 Communicator of the Year by PR Council of India and Pride of India Award (Literature). 
  Selected as an Eisenhower Fellow, a prestigious American programme for outstanding leaders from around the 

world.

FILM Rights - Available

Rights Available:  All other Languages and Translations

WITH 2.9 MILLION COPIES SOLD 
THE SHIVA TRILOGY
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Rickie Khosla

PRETTY VILE GIRL
‘Nayantaara Naagar’.

Sexy. Catchy. Tasty. Like some spiked lassi served at a posh lounge. 

That’s the bold name that the Girl who is Nobody acquires when she sets 
off to become Somebody. A new identify for a new life in a new city. For 
she knows that nothing short of a fiery exorcism of the past will allow her 
to sever her ties with loss, pain, adversity, treachery. And murder.   

“Pretty Vile Girl” is the journey of the making of Nayantaara Naagar, the 
young, new starlet of Bollywood. She is the first choice of film-makers 
who believe that big busts equal big box-office returns. And yet, to Nay-
antaara herself, the dazzle of stardom pales into insignificance in front of 
her baser desires of love and loyalty, and of family and their secrets that 
she must protect at all cost. 

A delicious tale of lust and lovers, schemes and plotters, power and play-
ers, and of betrayals and avengers, that blazes through the dark spirals 
of orphanages to the chintzy glamour of film studios, and from the cosy 
intimacy of bedrooms to the hushed offices of powerful ministers. It is a 
ride that you will not want to miss. 

Who would, really, if the travelling companion was Nayantaara Naagar?

All Rights Available

Rickie, after having travelled to 
various cities all across the globe 
is currently settled in Gurgaon. 
Much of his schooling alongside 
higher studies was done in Delhi 
after which he pursued a career 
in Marketing Research which also 
gave him an opportunity to travel. 
Pretty Vile Girl is his first full 
length novel. Before this he wrote 
an e-novella titled An Imperative 
Subterfuge which is available for 
download on amazon.com. One of 
his short stories was picked up by 
a Bollywood production house and 
the movie is tentatively title Dhool.
He blogs at 
http://reekycoleslaw.com/

Abhik Mukherjee 
 
SARAMEYA 
When Sarameya Grover calls the police over the dead body of the young 
man lying in her bed, she is rather honest about it. She had killed him by 
mistake, when the man had arrived by the door at two—just like he had 
for more than a decade. Sarameya believed that her late night stalker to 
be her father, her pilot father, who would usually be flying over the seven 
seas when her daughter would see him standing by her door. Only the 
egotistical retired lawyer—today a talentless, albeit proud artist—Cyrus 
Billimoria sees what everyone else misses. Yes, Sarameya Grover did in-
deed commit murder. But was she guilty of that murder?

All Rights Available

Abhik Mukherjee Thirty years ago, when he passed out of Jamnabai Narsee School in Bombay and entered the 
hallowed portals of Presidency College in Calcutta, Abhik Mukherjee first began to be consumed by the desire 
to know the answers to three questions of seminal importance. The search for answers to them consumed the 
rest of his life. Whether it is in his present role as an advocate in confrontational litigation, as an erstwhile media 
professional, as a guest speaker in IIM or as a presenter of academic papers in conferences in India and abroad, 
metaphysics and the principles of efficient cause stole his time, youth and money. The results of his search 
are embodied in three books on metaphysics. Whenever the mind screamed with fatigue, it amused itself by 
churning out stories. Sarameya is one such story.
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Mahendra Jakhar

THE BUTCHER OF BENARES
BEST CRIME FICTION DEBUT OF 
2014

In the chilling winter month of January, 
Hawa Singh, a Senior Inspector from Del-
hi Crime branch comes to Benares accom-
panying his 89-year-old terminally ill fa-
ther, Fauja Singh, whose last wish is to die 
in the holy city. They take a room in Mukti 
Bhavan, the Salvation House, one of the 
many death houses in Benares. During 
one of his early morning visits, Hawa Sin-
gh discovers the body of a young female 
floating in the Ganges near the Ghats. The 
female turns out to be Eva Marie Cassidy, 
a US citizen, working as a researcher with 
the Vatican Observatory, one of the oldest 
astronomical research institutions in the world. The autopsy reports con-
firm that Eva was alive when her heart was wrenched out that resulted in 
her death. As the local police starts to investigate, Hawa Singh too gets em-
broiled in the investigation. With constant bickering with his ailing father 
and a bullet lodged near his brain, a result from one of the shoot-outs, Hawa 
Singh fights through the dense fog and chill to track the killer.  

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Westland/Tranquebar
AUDIO (Audible)
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

THE SWASTIKA KILLER
A HINDU FANATIC. A MANIAC JEW. OR A NEO-NAZI... 
2006, GERMANY, FIFA WORLD CUP: A killer leaves a gruesome trail of 
bodies, each marked with the symbol of the swastika. The day of each 
murder coincides mystically with the navagrahas, the days sacred to the 
nine planetary gods in Hindu mythology. The dates correspond to hid-
den horrors of the historical past. 
Only one man can decipher and look beyond symbols. The unassuming 
Bala, the sharpest sleuth in the Indian Intelligence Bureau. The chase of 
a lifetime begins!
7/11, MUMBAI EXPLODES: The killer takes them on a ride from the 
sleaze holes of Amsterdam into the streets of Mumbai, to the den of un-
derworld kings, and drug lords to the ultra-secure prison complex and 
into terrorist cells. The swastika also brings back the most dreaded gang-
sters – Dawood Ibrahim and Chotta Rajan - to the city. A bloody gang 
war erupts. Is the killer out to kill the evil? The answer lies in the lanes of 
Chandni Chowk and in the brothels of Old Delhi. 
To put an end to the killings Bala will have to find the beginning. 
KILLING FIELDS: The killer moves through Afghanistan and Pakistan to 
target the world’s most guarded man. It will change the course of our history. 
Can Bala stop the killer? Can the blood-thirsty navagrahas be pacified?

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Westland/Tranquebar
Rights available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

Mahendra Jakhar is an ex-
journalist currently working as 
a script-writer for feature films 

and television shows. He started 
working as a freelance photo-

journalist for The Times of India, 
then full-time as a crime reporter.  
A voracious reader, crime thrillers 

and murder-mysteries have always 
been his favorites.
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Khayaal Patel     

THE SERIES.: RUDRA’S UNIVERSE
BOOK 1: EYE OF SHIVA   
India, 1826.
Something is rotten in the state of Devangarh. 
The small princely state in Rajasthan is the last bastion of resistance 
against the might of the British Empire. Amidst the turmoil surrounding 
the British East India Company’s occupation of India and the mysterious 
death of his father, the king of Devangrah, Rudra Pratap Chauhan is now 
next in line for the throne of Rajasthan. 
But Rudra’s ascension is not at the best of times: The kingdom is in po-
litical turmoil through a coup to capture the throne, civil war and the 
possible annihilation of the present Rajput clan by an all-out assault led 
by the British East India Company’s emissary, the sadistic Richard Walk-
er. Added to this, the king’s death may not have been accidental but a 
planned political murder. The strange appearance and disappearance of 
a mysterious hooded stranger and a series of ritualistic murders in which 
the bodies have been drained of blood indicate foul play.
Finally, the fact that Rudra may be possessed by a creature so powerful, 
awoken centuries ago by Ravan himself to turn the tides of war against 
his rival, Ram. And that perhaps the creature is slowly but surely taking 
control over Rudra’s mind, body and soul itself. With time of the essence, 
will Rudra emerge triumphant as he battles Wind Asuras, zombie ar-
mies, serpent guardians and uncloak the true enemy of the state? 

BOOK 2: SONS OF HANUMAN
At the end of Eye of Shiva, the last Son of Hanuman heads for the Hima-
layas with his guru for his training. But in book 2, when Khayaal returns 
to Rudra’s world, the reader realises that there is an entire parallel world 
within the one that we live in and Ravana is out to conquer all the realms 
and worlds. Also, that Rudra isn’t the last Son of Hanuman. 
And both Rudra and Ravan are not what they appear to be, connected in 
a way that will neither of them imagined.
Rudra’s universe has expanded and the Sons of Hanuman only scratches 
that surface. The series has the potential to turn into a quartet or quintet.

BOOK 3: BLOOD WORK
Mumbai, Present day. 
India is poised to become the next superpower. Advancement in the 
fields of business, technology and medical sciences are commonplace. 
And they are managed by vampires.
They have survived by being undetected over centuries, running the city 
like a well-organized mafia, using human enforcers known as the Day-
walkers to carry out their dirty work in daylight.
One of the Daywalkers has been charged with getting to the bottom of 
this murky business. He is out with a rookie cop from Mumbai’s C.I.D di-
vision to uncover secrets encountering vampire hit squads, underworld 
dons who peddle vampire ash as drugs and a new species of vampire that 
even the organization is clueless about.
Will the duo get to the bottom of the mystery or will the hunters of the 
night truly become the hunted?

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): WESTLAND LTD.
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and
Languages

Khayaal Patel wrote his first cross 
genre mythological fantasy fiction 
novel “The Eye of Shiva” when he 
realized that each of the genres 
were already done individually. 
He feels he is much better at story 
telling rather than writing. After 
earning an MBA, he tried to justify 
it by working at a liquor store, as a 
project manager in a fortune 500 
company and a male model for 
designers with low standards and 
budgets.
When he’s not working on newer 
stories in Rudra’s exciting universe, 
you can find him reading comic 
books, watching movies, trying to 
figure out the secrets of the universe 
and indulging in his incredibly 
unhealthy addiction to anything 
chocolate.
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Shobha Nihalani 

UNRESOLVED   
‘ Psychological Thriller’

Maya is married to a police officer, or so 
she thinks. Gradually she realises that 
he is involved in something deeper and 
sinister. She feels her husband is part of 
a covert organisation, a guerilla group 
financed by the heads of some business 
and political organisations. The police 
and judicial system are involved and the 
dons and extremists are aggressively vi-
olent in the cities. In her mind she calls 
it the Cell - specialised in information 
gathering, counter-intelligence, surveil-
lances and assassination. Deadly mis-
sions are carefully planned to avoid po-
lice or interference of ordinary citizens. 
Maya suspects something is seriously 
wrong when her sister’s boyfriend is tar-
geted and as she uncovers the truth she faces a shocking reality. In the 
course of her life, during her teenage years Maya was once admitted to 
an institution for obsessive-compulsive behavior, putting doubts in her 
mind.  Mixed with her husband’s suspicious behavior Maya’s memories 
have come back to haunt her…!!

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): HACHETTE INDIA
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Shobha Nihalani is a Hong Kong-
based freelance journalist, author, 

columnist, vice-president and 
events co-ordinator of a publishing 

society, life member of the Hong 
Kong Writers’ Circle. Shobha is 

also a bookkeeper, working part-
time in her family-owned watch 
manufacturing company! With 

over two decades of experience in 
writing, Shobha has written for a 
number of notable publications. 
Her feature-length articles cover 

topics from health, accountancy to 
technology and many more but her 

favourite genre is writing thrillers 
and crime fiction. 
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Anish Sarkar  

SECOND LIFE  
Three old friends – Neel, Tara and Omar – reunite in Goa after hearing 
that the fourth member of their group, Sarah, has died mysteriously. A 
few weeks before her death, Sarah had told them that she had stumbled 
on to something shocking. The trio soon discover that Sarah had been in-
vestigating the brutal murder of Anna Grishin, a Russian tourist in Goa. 
They learn about a possible witness to the crime but the man is killed 
before they can get to him. 
Sarah was not just investigating the death of Anna Grishin but several 
other murders too, all committed by a sadistic psychopath over decades. 
The three friends arrive at the conclusion that she knew the serial killer, 
even as a terrible event from their past begins to haunt them. Roy, an-
other close friend from school, had died twelve years ago when a prank 
they played on him during a camping trip went horribly wrong. New evi-
dence emerges, pointing towards Roy being the man who killed Sarah 
and all the others.What follows is a classic whodunit, with innumerable 
twists and turns even as the friends try to trap the serial killer, and no 
one is who they seem. From secret rendezvous in casinos, to laying the 
trap for the man with six-fingers, it is a race against time, as Tara finally 
remembers who had helped kill Roy. But will they be able to catch the 
wily killer as the body count rises? And who is this psychopath that has 
eluded them so far?

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Westland Ltd.
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

In print  
BENAAMI: an epic thriller that spans two eras. 
 
The Benaami, a powerful secret society, spreads across India, inciting 
the native sepoys of the British army to mutiny in 1857. In the present, 
Arjun Chatterjee, a software engineer, has recurrent dreams of a mys-
terious past life. The beautiful Sheila Guha is researching the Benaami 
and she and Arun set out to unravel its secrets. They uncover the deadly 
conspiracy of a megalomaniac business tycoon with his own connection 
to the Benaami that threatens to shatter peace in the sub-continent.  The 
parallel plots - separated by a century and a half - hurtle to their inevita-
ble climax and Arjun and Sheila discover the astonishing secret that links 
them. But will they be in time to help avert disaster? 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Amaryllis (English)
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Anish Sarkar is an IIT-IIM 
graduate and a senior executive 
with a French multinational 
company. Born in Mumbai, he lives 
in Kolkata, where he also grew up. 
Anish is a tiger enthusiast and an 
avid cricket fan. This is his debut 
novel.
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Maya Kavita

A murder mystery in three parts :
The TGT murders series  by  Maya Kavita 

MAKE BELIEVE
Your company violates your privacy. Your 
manager betrays you with lies and platitudes. 
You take your revenge. But you don’t realize 
that you’re being manipulated - that your 
playful act of vengeance is part of someone 
else’s game, played by someone else’s rules. 
In Book 2, Maya goes back to Ella Laraway’s 
world – a world where she is asked to help 
TGT out, even as the companies head hon-
cho goes missing. A killer is on the move, 
and she is the target. Can she save herself in 
time or will the guilt of trigging the series of 
deaths that nearly destroyed TGT do her in?

OUTSOURCED

Ella Laraway, an HR executive with Trans-
Geo Tech, leads a massive outsourcing of 
jobs in Toronto. Ella’s US mentor, Odette 
Dodeur, is later found dead, her body 
shipped from Toronto to China in a bar-
rel along with the message, “Outsource 
this”. TGT’s CEO Tapan Rao accuses Ella 
of incompetence in handling the security 
around the outsourcings, and makes her 
the scapegoat in Odette’s death. 
Adding to Ella’s professional difficulties, 
he assigns her as TGT’s liaison with   the detective investigating the mur-
der. But worst of all, Ella is the murderer’s next target. After several close 
calls, she’ll end up alone with a killer, at the edge of Niagara Falls, where 
she’ll have to be willing to kill in order to save herself.

THE SHORTLIST (Forthcoming)
Trans-Geo Tech’s new CEO will soon be chosen from the Board of Direc-
tor’s shortlist. But TGT isn’t the company it once was, and the path to the 
corner office is a treacherous one. What the CEO candidates don’t know 
about the risks of being on the shortlist will hurt them...or worse. 
In her 3rd Book, Maya examines the path to career success at TGT and 
the obstacles faced by the women vying for the top job. One of those 
obstacles will test every skill they have. Although the list of candidates 
may be short, there’s someone close by with plans to make it a lot shorter.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press / Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Maya Kavita has worked for 
many years in the IT industry. She 

has combined her experience as 
a professional writer and human 
resources manager, to write The 
TGT murders series. She and her 

husband live in Toronto.
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Sonali Dev 

A CHANGE OF HEART
Dr. Nikhil ‘Nic’ Joshi had it all—
marriage, career, purpose. Until, 
while working for Doctors Without 
Borders in a Mumbai slum, his wife, 
Jen, discovered a black market organ 
transplant ring. Before she could ex-
pose the truth, Jen was killed.
Two years after the tragedy, Nic is 
a cruise ship doctor who spends 
his days treating seasickness and 
sunburn and his nights in a boozy 
haze. On one of those blurry eve-
nings on deck, Nic meets a woman 
who makes a startling claim: she 
received Jen’s heart in a transplant 
and has a message for him. Nic 
wants to discount Jess Koirala’s sto-
ry as absurd, but there’s something 
about her reckless desperation that 
resonates despite his doubts.
Jess has spent years working her way out of a nightmarish life in Calcutta 
and into a respectable Bollywood dance troupe. Now she faces losing the 
one thing that matters—her young son, Joy.  She needs to uncover the 
secrets Jen risked everything for; but the unforeseen bond that results be-
tween her and Nic is both a lifeline and a perilous complication.
Delving beyond the surface of modern Indian-American life, acclaimed au-
thor Sonali Dev’s page-turning novel is both riveting and emotionally re-
warding—an extraordinary story of human connection, bravery, and hope. 

Rights Sold: USA: Kensington Publishers USA
Rights Available: UK/Commonwealth/South Asia (English) Translations 
& Languages

PRAISE FOR SONALI DEV AND HER NOVELS

“Sonali Dev is a gifted writer who creates characters that capture the 
heart… I can’t wait for Sonali’s next book.” 

—Nalini Singh, New York Times bestselling author

“Dev’s prose captures the rich and unique beauty of Indian culture while 
telling a story that is complex, culturally accurate, and full of emotion.”  

—Booklist on The Bollywood Bride

 “An impressive debut…Vibrant and exuberantly romantic, Affair is chock 
full of details that reflect India’s social and cultural flux.” 

— NPR.com, A 2014 Best Reads Selection

“All the ingredients for a Bollywood movie can be found in this charming 
romance…A contemporary, transcontinental romance told with a light 
touch and lots of sizzle.”  

--Library Journal, A Best Romance of 2014 Selection

“A lush, emotional, vivid story about the power of first love told in a 
breathtaking, lyrical voice. Sonali Dev is one of a kind.” 

— Kristin Higgins, New York Times Bestseller

Sonali Dev’s debut novel, A 
Bollywood Affair, published 
November 2014. She is a film writer 
and has written scripts for several 
Indian film and television programs 
and has worked as an assistant 
editor for a nonfiction magazine 
in India. She is originally from 
Mumbai, but now lives in Chicago. 
Dev’s novels add Indian culture to 
vibrant, romantic women’s fiction 
novels. Her second novel, The 
Bollywood Bride, was published 
October 2015 and will be followed 
by two more novels in 2016 and 
2017, respectively.  
Her novels have been on Library 
Journal, NPR, Washington Post, 
and Kirkus’s lists of Best Books of 
the year. She won the American 
Library Association’s award for 
best romance 2014, and is a RITA® 
finalist, RT Reviewer Choice Award 
Nominee, and winner of the RT Seal 
of Excellence. She was hailed by 
NPR.org as a ‘stunning debut’. Learn 
more at sonalidev.com 
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A BOLLYWOOD AFFAIR
“A delightful debut packed with complex characters and deep emotions.” —
Shobhan Bantwal, author of The Dowry Bride

Mili Rathod hasn’t seen her husband in twenty years—not since she was 
promised to him at the age of four. Yet marriage has allowed Mili a freedom 
rarely given to girls in her village. Her grandmother has even allowed her to 
leave India and study in America for eight months, all to make her the per-
fect modern wife. Which is exactly what Mili longs to be—if her husband 
would just come and claim her.
Bollywood’s favorite director, Samir Rathod, has come to Michigan to secure 
a divorce for his older brother. Persuading a naïve village girl to sign the pa-
pers should be easy for someone with Samir’s tabloid-famous charm. But 
Mili is neither a fool nor a gold-digger. Open-hearted yet complex, she’s try-
ing to reconcile her independence with cherished traditions. And before he 
can stop himself, Samir is immersed in Mili’s life—cooking her dal and rotis, 
escorting her to her roommate’s elaborate Indian wedding, and wondering 
where his loyalties and happiness lie.
Heartfelt, witty, and thoroughly engaging, Sonali Dev’s debut is both a vivid 
exploration of modern India and a deeply honest story of love, in all its di-
versity.

“Sonali Dev not only entertains but provides new insight into the human 
condition. A must-read.” --Mingmei Yip, author of Peach Blossom Pavilion

Rights Sold: USA: Kensington Publishers USA.
Rights Available: UK : Commonwealth
South Asia (English), Translations & Languages

THE BOLLYWOOD BRIDE
“A fresh new voice.” --Susan Elizabeth Phillips, New York Times bestselling 
author

Ria Parkar is Bollywood’s favorite Ice Princess--beautiful, poised, and scan-
dal-proof--until one impulsive act threatens to expose her destructive past. 
Traveling home to Chicago for her cousin’s wedding offers a chance to dif-
fuse the coming media storm and find solace in family, food, and outsized 
celebrations that are like one of her vibrant movies come to life. But it also 
means confronting Vikram Jathar.
Ria and Vikram spent childhood summers together, a world away from Ria’s 
exclusive boarding school in Mumbai. Their friendship grew seamlessly into 
love--until Ria made a shattering decision. As far as Vikram is concerned, 
Ria sold her soul for stardom and it’s taken him years to rebuild his life. 
But beneath his pent-up anger, their bond remains unchanged. And now, 
among those who know her best, Ria may find the courage to face the secrets 
she’s been guarding for everyone else’s benefit--and a chance to stop acting 
and start living.
Rich with details of modern Indian-American life, here is a warm, sexy, and 
witty story of love, family, and the difficult choices that arise in the name of 
both.

Rights Sold: USA: Kensington Publishers USA.
Rights Available: UK : Commonwealth
South Asia (English), Translations & Languages
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Anya Wylde 

LOVE MUFFIN AND CHAI LATTE

LOVE, MUFFIN AND CHAI LATTE 
is a romantic comedy set in the Unit-
ed Kingdom and India. Absolutely 
hilarious, funny from the word go  
and completely relatable; totally un-
controllable laughter. It is a Sophie 
Kinsella with the culture bit. 
The story follows the journey of 
Tabitha Lee Timmons as she deals 
with financial stress, loony relatives, 
some crooks, an unhappy bride to 
be, a grumpy old man and two heart-
breakingly handsome men.
It all begins when Tabby becomes 
engaged to Chandramohan Man-
sukhani–known to his friends as 
Chris.
Chris’s grandfather objects to the un-
ion. Tabby is given the task of win-
ning him over or else they risk losing a big, fat, juicy inheritance.
Convincing his grandfather turns out to be more complicated than she an-
ticipates. For one, he wants her to seek the blessings of his spiritual adviser.
The trouble is . . . his adviser lives in India.
So, for the sake of love, Tabby journeys into the heart of India and battles 
monkeys, crooks, Delhi belly and the advisor himself in order to win over 
Chris’s family.
By the end of the journey, she realises a lot has changed and the biggest 
change of all is the fact that her heart has started beating madly for a man 
who is not her fiancé but his very handsome cousin.

This book was self-published on Amazon worldwide (except India) on July 
25, 2015 where it currently has 34 reviews with an average of 4.4 stars.

The author has self-published a number of books through amazon and have 
sold in excess of 50,000 copies.  Collectively, her novels have over 800 re-
views on Amazon.

They have a total of 1,870 ratings and 565 reviews on Goodreads

All Rights Available

Anya Wylde lives in Ireland along 
with her husband and a fat French 

poodle (now on a diet). She can 
cook a mean curry, and her idea of 
exercise is occasionally stretching 

her toes. She holds a degree in Eng-
lish literature and adores reading 

and writing. 
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Kulpreet Yadav  

THE ANDY KARAN SERIES   
Andy Karan is 30, single, bold yet vulnera-
ble, focused yet fallible, resourceful yet edgy. 
And, trouble invariably finds him. With five 
years of experience in the Indian Army, his 
journalistic senses are just as honed to not 
just survive, but also to destroy the forces 
wanting to harm India. Quite contrary to 
the world he is caught in, to an average per-
son, Andy Karan comes across as a simple, 
next door neighbour who loves eating ba-
nanas, samples rum or vodka to while away 
his evenings, and loves pursuing beautiful 
girls.    

Book 1: CATCHING THE DEPARTED 
At a sleepy village, ten kilometers from Rewari, a lawyer is found dead. 
There are no tears at his funeral. The family is quiet – an alcoholic would 
have only increased their misery. Everyone forgets him. Even the police.  
One year later, on a covert mission, a young investigative journalist named 
Andy Karan arrives in Rewari. As he begins to unravel the past, within 
days, he discovers a shadowy parallel life in the village. Instances don’t add 
up and he is quick to realize that there are many loose ends around the 
drunkard’s death. 
Andy, who has worked 5 years in the Army, is approached by an old man 
high up in government who wants the web torn apart. It’s a challenge that 
can cost even his life. Andy accepts it and is sucked into a sea of lies, deceit 
and violence. But to make matters worse the old man vanishes without a 
trace. With him Andy’s sole link with the government breaks. Monica, his 
editor, hunts him down and he is forced to drop the investigation.  
But as a dutiful investigator and an ex Army man, he knows turning his back 
would cost thousands of lives. He already knows too much. ‘Catching the 
Departed’ is a story of a honest investigative journalist who is caught be-
tween ‘state sponsored retribution of two warring nations’ and ‘politicians 
who wouldn’t stop at anything, not even the end of the world’. 

Book 2: THE GIRL WHO LOVED A PIRATE is the story of a 
former soldier who is caught between ‘a turncoat with misplaced loyalty’ 
and ‘invisible forces that are committed to help him’. The unfamiliarity of 
the sea terrain and the weather makes this chase Andy Karan’s worst night-
mare. 

Book 3: EATING THE DRAGON is the story of a patriot who is 
caught between ‘historians who are bent upon doctoring today’s evidences 
for a future of their choice’ and ‘those who want the ghosts of the past to 
remain buried’. 
More on Book 4, 5, 6, 7 upon request.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Rumour Books
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and  
Languages

Kulpreet Yadav is the founder-
editor of Open Road Review, a 

literary journal with a global 
footprint, Kulpreet’s writings have 

appeared in various magazines and 
newspapers in India and elsewhere. 

He is also the founder member of the 
Asia Pacific Writers and Translators 

Association and when not writing, 
he loves to travel, experiment with 

food and do photography. Kulpreet 
lives in New Delhi with his wife 

and two daughters. More at www.
kulpreetyadav.in    
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Aarti v Raman   

THE LAST TIME   
Meera Sagar encounters her life the way she never thought she would. Filled 
with a cast of zany characters, The Last Time is a sweet and touching story of 
love, redemption, family and the dreams that we never knew we had.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Fingerprint, PRAKASH India
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages.

ENCORE   
Caught in a web of love, Adrian Renaud loses the woman he loved while 
alongside also his memory of her. His agent, Vincent Cane gets Adrian’s 
ex-wife, Siobhan back in the picture, only to have the two fall in love again. 
Slowly, Siobhan starts falling in love with Adrian and he begins to play mu-
sic again But what will happen once Adrian gets his memory back? 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harlequin India 
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and  
Languages

Aarti always wanted to be either a 
lawyer or a writer. She chose writing. 
She has a novel out “White Knight” 
with Leadstart Publishing and is part 
of the Rupa Anthology “An Atlas 
Of Love”. Her last romantic thriller, 
“Kingdom Come” by Harlequin, was 
an Amazon India Bestseller. 
She has found her own HEA writing 
contemporary romance thrillers, 
sweet slice-of-life romances and a 
dash of dark, YA Urban Fantasy. 

Sangeeta Shah   

MIRAGE 

Caught between a financial genius Abhinav Kaul’s supposed love for her, 
Anokhi’s world comes crashing down when she gets to know that he used 
their marriage to destroy her father, Rajvir Sehgal. She runs away and is 
nowhere to be found. Is it too late for Abhinav who finally realises that his 
love for Anokhi matters more than his vengeance? Can Abhinav and Raj-
vir reconcile their differences and their past to bring this musical prodigy 
home before it is too late?
All Rights Available

KINDLED LIVES   
‘Kindled Lives’ is a tender love story that 
you always wanted to read. It is set in pre-
sent-day India’s vibrant cosmopolitan cul-
ture, the character-driven story highlights 
the essence of family, values, the dynam-
ics of a relationship, and love. The book 
moves from the mansions of playboys to 
humble middle class families, to colleges, 
to business houses with effortless ease. 
The two principal characters, the tension, 
the girls coming of age, the man’s comeup-
pance have been drawn out beautifully by 
the writer. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE India
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and
Languages

Sangeeta Shah says that writing, at 
present, is done on time borrowed 
from her husband and daughter. 
Born and raised in India, she spent 
a few years in the Middle East 
before moving to Canada where she 
works as an Insurance Underwriter.
Sangeeta loves to experience the 
richness of various cultures – 
understanding the diversity and 
appreciating the similarities in 
them. An avid reader all her life, 
she developed a passion for writing 
when she penned her debut novel 
‘Kindled Lives’ – creating a  love 
story that she has always wanted to 
read.
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Shobhan Bantwal  

SIX ROMANTIC NOVELS FROM THE 
‘BOLLYWOOD IN A BOOK’ SERIES

THE FULL MOON BRIDE  THE UNEXPECTED SON  THE SARI SHOP 
WIDOW  THE FORBIDDEN DAUGHTER  THE DOWRY BRIDE

THE RELUCTANT MATCHMAKER 
In her thought-provoking, uplifting new novel, Shobhan Bantwal vividly 
blends the nuances of contemporary Indian-American culture with an 
unconventional romance. At thirty-one, Meena Shenoy has a fulfilling 
career at a New Jersey high-tech firm. Not that it impresses her mother 
and aunts, who make dire predictions about her ticking biological clock. 
Men are drawn to Meena’s dainty looks and she dates regularly, but hasn’t 
met someone who really intrigues her. Someone professional, ambitious, 
confident, caring. Someone like her new boss, Prajay Nayak. 
Just as Meena’s thoughts turn to romance, Prajay makes an astonishing 
request. He wants her to craft a personal ad that will help him find a suit-
able wife: a statuesque, sophisticated Indian-American woman who will 
complement his striking height. 
Despite her attraction to Prajay and the complications of balancing work 
and her “marriage consultant” role, Meena can’t refuse the generous fee. 
And as her family is thrown into turmoil by her brother’s relationship with 
a Muslim woman, Meena comes to surprising realizations about love, tra-
dition, and the sacrifices she will--and won’t--make for the sake of both. 

Rights Sold: USA/UK : Kensington Publishers USA
South Asia (English): Fingerprint, PRAKASH India
Rights Available: Translations & Languages

PRAISE FOR SHOBHAN BANTWAL’S WORKS 

“Bantwal pairs romance with her trademark taste of how Indian expatri-
ates live in New Jersey, complete with family dynamics and tensions be-
tween different ethinic groups.” 

- Publisher’s Weekly on The Reluctant Matchmaker
 
“This was a thoroughly enjoyable novel... in this story, family, culture and 
tradition are intertwined with individual aspirations, goals, and dreams... 
a perfectly absorbing and engaging read.”  

– Coffee Time Romance on The Reluctant Matchmaker

“Vivid, rich. . .expertly portrays a young woman caught between love and 
duty, hope and despair.” 

– Anjali Banerjee on The Dowry Bride 

“Dazzles you with a taste of Desi culture in America.”    - Caridad Piñe

Shobhan Bantwal calls her writing 
“Bollywood in a Book,” romantic, 

colorful, action-packed tales, rich 
with elements of Indian culture -- 
stories that entertain and educate. 

Her writing career is a “menopausal 
epiphany,” because she took up 

creative writing at the age of 50. 
By day Shobhan works for the 

government. In the evenings and on 
weekends she slips on her writer’s 

cape and flies off to Authorland. 
She loves writing stories about her 
native India and Hindu culture. To 

date, Shobhan has six published 
novels and a collection of short 

stories by Kensington Publishing. 
She is also a contributing author 

to a romantic anthology and 
freelances for a number of 

publications.
Shobhan was born and raised in a 

large, conservative Hindu family 
in a small town called Belgaum in 
Southwestern India. She was the 

tomboy and hellion in a family of 
five girls. Her books can be found in 

bookshops around the world.
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LITT COMMERCIAL 
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Charu Jagat

THE  MAITREYA CHRONICLES 
A Two-Part Tibetan-Buddhism based fantasy THRILLER 
The Path of the Swan is essentially a Tibetan Buddhism based fantasy 
THRILLER. The book is spun around legends central to Tibetan Bud-
dhism and it uses theses legends as well as the vast pantheon of dei-
ties and other-worldy beings that populate Tibetan and Mahayana Bud-
dhism to set together a fantasy series. The central legend used is that 
of Shambala or what is better known as Shangrila, a legendry Buddhist 
paradise which is present on Earth and yet eludes ordinary reality as we 
understand it. Woven along with this legend is that of the prophesized 
birth of the Maitreya or the future Buddha that forms an important ele-
ment in this series. The book moves from the eastern Himalayan state of 
Sikkim to Tibet and then onto Shambala. 

Part 1 :  PATH OF THE SWAN     
The book interlinks the story of Buddhism with fantasy and fiction. It tells the 
story of Lama Ozer and Tashi as they travel the lands in answer to a call from 
Shambala. They leave the hidden monastery in the beginning of the story 
when the lama receives a call from the legendary kingdom while in a trance.
The two have to battle freezing temperatures, tough mountain passes, and 
many dark forces which try to thwart their progress as their path takes them 
through Sikkim and Tibet. Besides the geographical difficulties, they also have 
to face celestial beings like Yakshis, Yeshe a golden dakini, and prince A-Karo, 
as they travel through the legendary silver fortress in Tibet. A-Karo and prince 
Narsimha are Yeshe’s guardians and she must travel with them to Earth.
Once Yeshe reaches Earth, she will choose one of the two as her suitor and 
the child Maitreya will come into being, the saviour of the world. Ozer is 
the Liaison between Shambala and Earth. But before this, they need to 
combat the dark forces prevalent in the world like the Asuras and Arden, 
a dark prince. Path Of The Swan: The Maitreya Chronicles - Part 1 draws 
from the rich Mahayana culture of Buddhists and the chronicles are a sur-
real account of the same. 

COMING SOON 
Part 2 : YESHI : THE DIAMOND DAKHNI
The second book is currently being worked on, it centers around the action 
building upto the birth of the divine child, Maitreya, the Buddha to be. The 
book begins at Qiang La, the silver fortress located in an obscure valley in 
western Tibet, the group of five tiredly travel across Tibet and make their 
way to Sikkim. They stay a week their and have meetings with evolved beings 
who hint at the location of Mt Meru. The group follows the trail of clues as 
to the location of Mt Meru, they travel to Guwhati (Assam), a monastery in 
Arunachal and finally follow the trail of elusive Mt Meru to Ladakh. At the 
same time they are attacked by the Asur and harried by them till they finally 
discover Mt Meru in the wilderness beyond Ladakh. On Mt Meru a huge rit-
ual of fire is held following which the divine child, the Maitreya is born. This 
happens in conditions of insecurity and warfare with the Asur demons at-
tacking them and following them. The book is being worked out and could 
change with the writing. Book 2 ends with the birth of the Maitreya. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Hachette India
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Charu Jagat Singh is an Indian 
author who grew up in Chandigarh 
and her grandparents’ place in the 
Shivalik Hills. She graduated from 
the Punjab University in Chan-
digarh. She worked as a freelance 
researcher for Unicef before of-
fering her services to institutions 
such as Asian Age, Tribune, and 
Frontline. Besides that, she is a clas-
sical dancer, trained in Kathak and 
Odissi. Her deep interest in spiritu-
ality shows up in her writing as she 
explores Buddhism and Hinduism 
in their many facets.
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Renita D’silva 

THE STOLEN GIRL
‘Your mother has been arrested.  

She stole you.’
For as long as thirteen-year-old Diya can 
remember, it’s always been just her and  
her mum, Vani. Despite never staying in 
one place long enough to call it home, 
with her mother by her side, Diya has 
never needed anyone else.
Then, in an instant, Diya’s fragile world 
is shattered. Her mother is arrested, ac-
cused of abducting Diya when she was a 
baby… Vani has spent a lifetime looking 
over her shoulder, determined to make 
the best possible life for her daughter. 
Now she must fight for her child, re-
opening the door to her childhood in 
India and the woman who was once as close to her as a sister.
Told through the eyes of Diya, Vani and Aarti, this is a heart-breaking 
story of friendship and betrayal, love and motherhood, which asks the 
question; how far would you go to protect your only child?

Right sold: UK/USA Bookouture
South Asia (English): FINGERPRINT (Prakash Books)
Rights available: Translation, Audio and Languages.
Primary Agent: Lorella Belli Literary Agency, UK
Co-Agency: Red Ink Literary Agency, India

PRAISE FOR RENITA D’SILVA

‘Renita D’Silva is a genius at evoking the sounds, sights and aromas of India. 
A major new talent.’ Linda Kavanagh 

 ‘D’Silva weaves a tale so rich and complex in detail and history that I found 
it quite impossible to put the book down. The characters really came to life 
for me and I grew attached and invested in them and what was going to hap-
pen. The details are rich, vivid and so well described that I truly felt at times 
that I was there or at least was hearing the story first hand from the main 
character... from start to finish I loved this book and couldn’t recommend it 
more.’ NovelEscapes.com

‘It mesmerized me with its poignant narration and heart-warming story and 
kept me hooked until the last page. ChickLitClub.com

‘A wonderfully dramatic and poignant debut novel from Renita D’Silva. I was 
captivated by the characters and their plight. Momssmallvictories.com

‘a really moving and poignant story.’ Novelicious.com

‘Full of gorgeously crafted settings and descriptions, you’ll be pulled into this 
lush novel. Renita paints the most beautiful images with a few, perfectly cho-
sen words. Monsoon Memories is a book to fall in love with.’ KimTalksBooks.
com

Renita D’silva grew up in a 
picturesque coastal village in the 

South of India and her father 
bought her first story books when 

she was six - beautiful hardback 
fairy tale books, a rarity in 

those days. She fell in love with 
storytelling then and is still just as 
much of a bookworm today. Both 

Forgotten Daughter and Monsoon 
Memories are set in the India, a 

country that Renita loves.

Other titles by Renita :
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Subrata Dasgupta,  an author of 
12 books, including most recently, 
a narrative history, Awakening: The 
Story of the Bengal Renaissance 
(2010) published by Random House 
India, and an English childhood 
memoir, Salaam Stanley Matthews 
(2006), published by Granta in the 
UK.  His other books, mostly of 
scholarly/academic nature have been 
published by Cambridge University 
Press (UK & USA), Oxford University 
Press (USA), Permanent Black 
(India), and John Wiley (USA).

Subrata Dasgupta 

VOICE OF THE RAIN SEASON
Rummaging through their dead parents’ letters from relatives in India, 
Manjula, a second-generation Indian-American and her sister Nilima make 
a startling discovery. Their mother had had a twin sister who had lived in 
India with whom she has been estranged for over a quarter of a century. A 
woman, whose very existence, Manjula and Nilima had never known of. The 
mystery of this family secret remains unexplained for over three decades un-
til, one Thanksgiving weekend in her Houston home, Manjula meets her 
grandson’s girl friend Joya, a literature graduate student from Calcutta. A 
friendship quickly forms between the two. And thus begins their quest to 
resolve the mystery of Manjula’s mother and the unknown aunt. The quest 
becomes a voyage of discovery reaching back to a past that seems almost 
a foreign country, spanning three continents and four generations. A story 
is unveiled, of love and betrayal, of lies and secrets, of loss and recovery, of 
family bonds broken and restored. A story filled with music. And it reveals, 
above all, the truth about the twin sisters, a truth so unimagined, so explo-
sive, that it changes the very fabric of Manjula’s sense of identity. 
Narrated through the seemingly banal story of a young couple falling in love 
in present-day America, ‘Voice of the Rain Season’ explores by way of mem-
ory, history, and old letters, the life of a family in a pre-Independence Bengal. 
The heart of the novel, however, lies in the glory of Tagore’s Rabindra Sang-
eet and the beauty of classical music, as it surpasses geographical bounda-
ries and seeps effortlessly into the hearts of a people far-removed from the 
Bengali landscape.

All Rights Available including, Translation and Languages

Stormy Hazarika

A RIVER ON THE WALL
Ryeed Lahan is happily married and well-settled until the suicide of his 
wife forces him to examine his world and reflect on her last words: “Find 
your river on the wall, Ryeed. That’s what will keep you alive.”

Battling against the complexities of relationships, be it with his son or 
the attractive Nikita, Lahan is thrown into the turmoil of choices and 
events that will forever impact his life. His search for the impossible, his 
hunger for that elusive dream and his belief in destiny is what sustains 
him as he journeys through life with his growing daughter, a legacy of 
the past. A River on the Wall is the extraordinary tale of ordinary people, 
their lost chances, their desperate gambles and their unfulfilled dreams.

All Rights Available

Born into an Anglo-Indian family, 
Stormy Hazarika grew up in the 
lush tea estates of Assam. An 
aspiring poet in her typical Libran 
moodiness, her passions are writing 
and excessive reading. The HOD 
of English at a reputed college in 
Mussoorie, she has co-authored a 
collection of short stories, which is 
shortly to be published. Her writing 
is a tribute to her parents. Her 
daughter is a staunch critic but a 
loyal fan of her work.
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Mehak Daleh 

AND THE ROSES BLED
 
Alisha Sidhu is dying. But she has a secret. A deep and dark one. One that 
she needs to share... Alisha feels her hands are coloured with the blood of 
so many innocents. Her twin sister had been kidnapped when they were 
kids and she was a witness, but she blocked the memory out. Years later, 
as kids started disappearing at her boarding school, Alisha is plagued by 
memories of bleeding roses and a painting that seems to pull her; a face 
that her subconscious seems to want her to see.
Arun Mehta is a painter. A painter obssessed with creating that perfect 
painting... But the one colour that drives him is RED. No shade he cre-
ates is good enough. Nothing comes close to the perfection of the colour 
of blood flowing through the veins, pooling on the ground during acci-
dents. He wants to own that colour, make it, turn it into his signature. To 
him, that red is pure, unadulterated... It is life.
Will Alisha unlock her mind? Her visions seem to point in a certain di-
rection, but does she really have ESP? Can she help save the missing chil-
dren? And why does her art teacher look at her as though he knows her?

All Rights Available including Translation andLanguages

Mehak Daleh was born in  
Rajasthan, brought up in a boarding 

school in the Shimla Hills and 
completed her higher education 

in her hometown, Chandigarh. 
She is most influenced by her 
grandparents, who were both 

excellent storytellers. She loves 
nature and art, and has a penchant 

for the mysterious and the macabre. 
She is delighted to be doing what 

she loves most. This book can also 
be categorised  under YA Crossover.

Mona Dash 

UNTAMED HEART
 
Mohini - an enchantress, se-
ductress, a bold, confident and 
modern woman. You couldn’t 
be more wrong! 
This Mohini is a young, mar-
ried woman trapped within 
the boundaries of duty and 
routine, a woman who has lost 
her passion for life and is fast 
becoming a frump. 
But when she finally dares 
to step out of the confines of 
her claustrophobic joint fam-
ily home, she discovers a new 
world, she re-discovers herself. 
First the local gym, then a job, 
an overseas visit and through 
several men- Mohini starts to 
feel her power and a new sense 
of being. No longer inhibited, 
she moves swiftly from mar-
ried to pursued to pursuer. 
But are men the answer? Are they the only way to rediscover her zest for life? 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press/Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and
Languages

Mona Dash comes from a family of 
artistically inclined professionals. 

She grew up in an environment 
defined by books and debates. Her 

sojourn into writing started with 
dabbling in poetry while in school 

and went on to produce a collection 
of poems Dawn Drops. She 

currently works in an international 
Telecom company, but spends every 

free waking moment writing and 
plotting stories. Most of Mona’s 

work explores themes of love, 
displacement and belonging. Mona 

currently lives in London with her 
husband and young son. She is also 
pursuing a MA in Creative Writing 

in the London Met University.
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Neha Singh A software engineer 
and MBA, she has been an 
enthusiastic reader and writer 
since she learned to read her first 
sentence. Brought up in a home 
filled with books, she indulged 
in her love of words by writing 
through her school years and opting 
for several writing assignments for 
magazines, blogs and web portals 
through her career. She currently 
lives in California’s bay area with 
her husband and son.

Kalyani Rao 

BUBBLE WRAP
 
When twelve-year-old Krishna mar-
ries Shyam Singh of Rokhagadh, her 
grandmother gives her a box filled 
with jewelry, telling her to sell it in 
times of trouble, but otherwise to 
hide it from her parents and in-laws. 
Krishna’s marital home is very differ-
ent from the house she grew up in. 
She soon learns that her father-in-
law, a drunkard and a lecher, who is 
not above carrying on with a maid-
servant, is deeply in debt and expects 
her father to help him out. 
Krishna’s fifteen-year-old widowed 
cousin, Gudiya, accompanies her 
to Rokhagadh, but is ill-treated by 
Krishna’s in-laws, culminating in her 
rape by Krishna’s father-in-law, on 
Diwali night. When Krishna’s father learns of this, he wants to take both 
girls away immediately, but dies soon after, in a mysterious “accident” 
and Gudiya finds herself pregnant. The Singhs are willing to help her, 
provided it is a male child. Bubble wrap is the story of the fight of both 
the girls against all odds that are determined to pull them down. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harper/Harlequin India
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Neha Singh 

THE LAST ACT 

When an unexpected puncture promises to turn fifty years of rarified ex-
istence on its head, an interminable cycle of panic and regret begins. And 
so it is with Manmohini, the exalted star of Indian Cinema, whose life of 
fame unravels when her guilty secret buried away from the tabloids be-
gins taking over her life. In between come a series of letters that connect 
her to two very different characters--a high-tech genius from Utrecht, 
Sam, and a single mother  from San Jose, Nandini. When Sam receives 
letters that are unmarked but familiar, a grudge he has simmered over for 
decades begins taking over his life. The same letters arrive at Nandini’s 
door and she fears they will destroy the only person she has ever found 
support in - her father. “The Last Act” brings together three divergent 
lives as it takes readers through a story of guilt and disdain, of fame and 
artistry, of music and dancing, and of love that endures.

All Rights Available including, Translation and Languages

Kalyani Rao is a 28-year-old writer 
is an IT professional who has mostly 
lived in Mumbai and Pune. Apart 
from writing, she also likes to paint 
and travel. In her words, “Traveling 
is my passion. I have traveled bag 
packing to some countries.” A 
big fan of Haruki Murakami. An 
amateur writer since she was 15, she 
enjoys writing poetry the most.
She also blogs and some of 
her writing can be found at 
twinklingpebbles.wordpress.com. 
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Umair Naeem 

THE RUNAWAY 

‘The Runaway’ tells the story of four 
people brought together in a cauldron 
of hate, each looking for redemption 
and trying to emerge victorious. 
While Sarmad looks to the notorious 
Falak Sher to finally deliver him peace, 
Falak Sher has plans of his own. Plans 
that he hopes will lead him to power 
and glory. In the meanwhile, Kashan 
fights his demons and looks to faith 
for answers just as Nilofer struggles to 
let the past go. 
Can revenge lead to redemption? 
Can hate ever give way to love? Noth-
ing in life is black and white. Some-
times the answer is an eye for an eye. 
While love can give us pure ecstasy, 
it can also leave us shattered and lost. 
‘The Runaway’ is a beautiful story of courage, betrayal and love. It is a 
story that will touch you, while leaving you at the edge of your seat.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press / Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

In Print 
DROWNING SHADOWS

With a structure reminiscent of American Beauty, Umair Naeem’s first 
book is a thriller with a spiritual angle. The book traces the journey of 
Hyder’s life at two levels – the physical, where he is a successful, powerful 
photographer – and the metaphysical, where he is trapped in the mist, 
forced to confront his many failings and the havoc he has wreaked on the 
lives of others.
Set in the socialite culture of Karachi, Drowning Shadows is a racy, 
psycho-spiritual thriller. It isn’t a murder mystery in the conventional 
sense.  In fact, it isn’t till you’re over halfway into the book that that the 
twist in the reality of Hyder’s life reveals itself. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Amaryllis / Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and 
Languages

Umair Naeem did his A’Levels 
from Karachi Grammar School 

where he was part of the Writers’ 
Forum. He is an MBA and BS in 
Computer Science. He works as 

brand manager for multinational 
FMCG in Pakistan and is a freelance 

writer. He has edited Asnia Asim’s 
poetry collection, “Politically 

Incorrect” and is editor of CIO 
Pakistan. His greatest interest 

is in creative writing, Drowning 
Shadows (Amaryllis, 2012) being 

his first novel, and his novella 
“Synchronicity” was published 
at Chowk.com. He is currently 

working on his third novel. 
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Kanza Javed lives and writes in 
Lahore. Her manuscript, ‘Ashes, 
Wine and Dust’ was shortlisted for 
the Tibor Jones South Asia Prize 
2013, making her at the age of 
twenty-one, the youngest and the 
only Pakistani writer nominated for 
the prize that year.
She was a fellow at University 
of Massachusetts, studying 
Comparative Public Policy, in 2011 
and a scholar at Arizona State 
University in 2015 with Pakistani 
Immigrant writing being her 
primary field of research. 
Kanza is currently teaching English 
Literature at Kinnaird College for 
Women University, Pakistan.  This 
is her debut novel.

SHORTLISTED FOR THE
TIBOR JONES SOUTH  
AISA PRIZE

Kanza Javed 

ASHES, WINE AND DUST 

Immersed in the set imperative of 
middle-class life in contemporary 
Pakistan, Mariam Ameen decides to 
challenge the tradition of being female. 
Beginning in Lahore, the novel enters 
its first phase with Mariam struggling 
to retain the memories of her dead 
grandfather so engrained within her.
With willful and determined self-
assurance, she leaves for America in 
search of better days, carrying these 
memories with her. But encounters 
with strangers in an unfamiliar land 
leave Mariam confused and vulnerable. 
In the midst of forging new paths, 
she learns of the disappearance of her 
younger brother, Abdullah, in America.

A reverse journeying then begins as she travels backwards to her roots 
to confront what she once left behind, in order to find the answers she 
is looking for. Against the backdrop of unyielding social institutions 
threatened by constant change, Mariam vows that she will not stop 
looking for her brother.
Ashes, Wine and Dust describes a young woman’s exploration of self-
identity through the invisible ropes of social customs, stereotypes and love. 
As love in all forms is tested in the most strenuous of ways, disappearance 
in turn, becomes the less chosen road towards a self discovery.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press/Hindi: Tara Press
Rights available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

PRAISE FOR KANZA JAVED
‘An accomplished debut — tender, thoughtful and profound…’ 

— Prajwal Parajuly, author of The Gurkha’s Daughter 

“Ashes, Wine and Dust is vivid and atmospheric. Themes of loss, longing 
and the tribulations of growing up are explored with extreme deftness. 
Nostalgic and heart-warming”. 

—  Qaisra Shahraz, author of The Holy Woman

‘In this debut novel, Kanza Javed weaves a hypnotic generational tale of 
old and new Pakistan, of new loyalties, half-loyalties and enduring love.

— Melissa Pritchard, author of Palmerino and A Solemn Pleasure

‘Delicate and full of feeling, Ashes, Wine and Dust draws out the shape 
of things in a particular place and time in Pakistan, but also transcends 
that exactness and reaches out to all of us who are trapped by memories, 
both beautiful and unspeakable.’ 

— Mayank Austen Soofi,  
author of Nobody Can Love You More: Life in Delhi’s Red Light District
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Selina Sen is a Delhi-based Indian 
author whose work has been 

compared to Jhumpa Lahiri. She 
achieved acclaim with her debut 
novel A Mirror Greens In Spring 

which she based on hermother’s 
memories of her ancestral 

home that is now in present-day 
Bangladesh. The book, originally 

published in English received many 
reviews and literary acclaim, also 
got published in Italy, Germany, 

Spain and in France – where it was 
was one of three finalists for the 
prestigiousFrench literary prize, 

Prix du Premeir Roman. 
Selina was educated in Simla and 

the Delhi University where she 
studied Economics. She began her 
career in writing with features and 

travel pieces for India’s leading 
newspapers. For over a decade she 

has worked as the North Indian 
correspondent for a Hong Kong-
based publication which brings 

out magazines on Asian economic 
affairs.

Selina Sen

ZOON
Joya Banerjee joins the team of award-winning Bollywood director, 
Shantanu Rai. The film is a historical based on the star-crossed love of 
the 16th century Kashmiri queen and poet Zoon, better known as Habba 
Khatoon. As Joya discovers Kashmir while researching alongside local 
historian Rashid, the project becomes bigger as an Oscar winning cin-
ematographer Sheridan joins the crew. Soon, Joya finds herself falling for 
Rashid, despite the fact that she is Hindu and he is Muslim.
The year is 1988. Insurgency is raising its ugly head. Half way through the 
film Sheridan is kidnapped and beheaded. The fall guy is Rashid. Joya 
knows Rashid is innocent, and yet...
Kashmir to Joya is a memory so painful that she wants nothing to do with 
it. The more she tries to forget, the more it ensnares her. 
But by the time she gets a second chance, Kashmir has transformed into 
a valley bristling with weapons and barricades of barbed wire. A culture 
shared by both Muslims and Hindus has become intolerant and violently 
fundamentalist. Yet, the lyrics of Zoon’s poetry, the songs she composed 
in the hope of reuniting with her lover Yusuf, the king who was betrayed 
by Mughal Emperor Akbar, continue to ring out with a new relevance in 
the Valley even today; she, who had lost everything to armed subjugation 
five hundred years ago, gives voice to every woman in the Kashmir of today.  
Can Joya turn an incomplete masterpiece into the ultimate statement on 
Kashmir? Will her film help heal wounds or tear what little is left in her life 
permanently scarred? Will Kashmiris landscape forever be dotted with sto-
ries of star-crossed love and betrayals, both political and personal? Or, will 
its people and the protagonists rise above the conflict and finally move on? 

All Rights Available including, Translation and Languages

BACKLIST
A MIRROR GREENS IN SPRING
It is 1984, and New Delhi is simmering with ethnic strife as anti-Sikh riots 
erupt after prime minister India Gandhi’s assassination. This cataclysmic 
event serves as the backdrop to the day-to-day ordinariness of an immi-
grant Bengali family’s life. Chhobi, the elder, sensitive and intelligent, is 
forever trying to rein in beautiful, narcissic Sonali, Ma, their mother, strug-
gles with her lonelines after being widowed in her thirties; Dida is their 
feisty grandmother whose indomitable spirit prods the family on during 
times of adversity; and Dadu, their grandfather, is a man perpetually  ho-
mestick for his estates, irretrievably lost as borders are redrawn to form 
Bangladesh. Sonny - rich, handsome and arrogent - enters Sonali’s life, 
only to jilt her Sonali’s thwarted love affair, and a maritime misadventure, 
are the catalysts that alter the predictable pattern of the Bengali family’s 
life and propels its women to find within themselves hitherto unknown 
strenghs - and to evolve and deal with changed circumstances. The story 
traces the gradual erosion of old values, an acceptance of new identities 
and, for the grandfather, at last a sense of realization that Delhi is home.

Rights Sold: 
Italy (Neri Pozza)/Spain (Siruela) / France (Sabine Wespieser  
Editeur) - finalists for the French literary prize, Prix du Premier Roman.
Indian subcontinent : India Ink -Roli
Rights Available: World English (Excl India) and Languages.
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Shamsur Rahman Faruqi

THE SUN THAT ROSE  
FROM THE EARTH       
A young Rajput orphaned by the revolt of 1857 travels many years later from 
Cawnpore to Delhi to get the Divan of Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib au-
tographed by the great poet himself. Beni Madho Ruswa is entranced by 
the poet’s radiant presence. Young Mir Taqi Mir, a rising star in the world 
of poetry, meets the first great love of his life, Nurus Saadat, an exquisite 
beauty from Isfahan. A tumultuous love affair follows, accompanied by rav-
ishing verse. Aspiring poet and wealthy businessman Darbari Mal Vafa pays 
a visit to Lucknow and learns of the life and work of the poet Shaikh Mushafi 
through the stories told by his widow. Poets and poetry occupy centre stage 
in the fabulous stories of The Sun that Rose from the Earth, set in the great 
cities of north India and spanning the glittering age of the Mughals. Bril-
liantly reimagined by Shamsur Rahman Faruqi, the poets-historical figures 
ranging from Ghalib, Mirza Jan-e Janan, Budh Singh Qalandar, Amir Khan 
Anjam, Mir, Kishan Chand Ikhlas, Haidar Ali Atash, Mushafi and many 
more-compose remarkable poems, find patrons, make love, fight their en-
emies and make their living.

The celebrated master of Urdu prose presents richly elegant and superbly 
realized portraits, from a time past, of those who exemplify the land and 
culture of Hindustan.

SELLING POINTS

  ‘Brilliantly imagined and beautifully written stories of the great Urdu 
poets

  Faruqi’s last book, The Mirror of Beauty, was published to rapturous 
praise in 2013. This too will be one of the best books of 2014.

A much-awaited collection of stories from a contemporary 
master.

Rights Sold: 
South Asia (English): Hamish Hamilton/Penguin Random House India
Hindi : Penguin Random House India
Urdu : Penguin Random House India
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and
Languages

Acclaimed writer Shamsur 
Rahman Faruqi is also modern 
Urdu’s most celebrated critic. He 
was editor and publisher of the 
highly regarded literary journal 
Shabkhoon and is the author of a 
landmark four-volume study of the 
poet Mir Taqi Mir and another 
four-volume work on Urdu’s 
immense oral romance, Dastan-e 
Amir Hamza. He received the 
prestigious Saraswati Samman in 
1996 for his contribution to Urdu 
literature. 

Faruqi’s magnificent novel The 
Mirror of Beauty was published to 
great acclaim in 2013. The Sun that 
Rose from the Earth is his English 
translation of his first collection of 
stories, Savar aur Doosre Afsane. 
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THE MIRROR OF BEAUTY 
  
It is the sunset of the Mughal Empire. The splendour of imperial Delhi flares 
one last time. The young daughter of a craftsman in the city elopes with an 
officer of the East India Company and so we are drawn into the story of Wa-
zir Khanam: a dazzlingly beautiful and fiercely independent woman who 
takes a series of lovers, including a Navab and a Mughal prince and whom 
history remembers as the mother of the famous poet Dagh. But it is not just 
one life that this novel sets out to capture: it paints in rapturous detail an 
entire civilization.

Beginning with the story of an enigmatic and gifted painter in a village near 
Kishangarh, The Mirror of Beauty embarks on an epic journey that sweeps 
through the death-giving deserts of Rajputana, the verdant valley of Kash-
mir and the glorious cosmopolis of Delhi, the craft of miniature painting 
and the art of carpet designing, scintillating musical performances and re-
curring paintings of mysterious, alluring women. Its scope breathtaking, 
its language beguiling and its style sumptuous, this is a work of profound 
beauty, depth and power.

SELLING POINTS

 The Mirror of Beauty was on the most ‘best reads of 2013’ lists.
 The book has received swooning reviews.
 It combines gorgeous storytelling with impressive historical excavation

‘An amazing novel’—Orhan Pamuk

‘Faruqi paints an exquisite miniature on a giant canvas’ — Biblio

‘An epic . . . defies any attempt to enumerate its tantalizing wealth’ — Mint

‘[A] work of breathtaking beauty’ — India Today

Rights Sold: 
South Asia (English): Hamish Hamilton / Penguin Random House India
Hindi : Penguin Random House India
Urdu : Penguin Random House India
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and-
Languages
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India’s only short-listee for 
the £30,000 
Dylan Thomas Prize

Prajwal Parajuly is the son of 
an Indian father and a Nepalese 
mother. He divides his time 
between New York and Oxford, 
England, but disappears to 
Gangtok, his hometown in 
the Indian Himalayas, at every 
opportunity. 
He is the writer-in-residence at the 
Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies. 
He has been called “the harbinger 
of the resurgence of the short 
story” and has been listed among 
Blackwell’s literary rising stars and 
among Time Out Beijing’s “Five 
Asian Authors to Watch.”
Parajuly’s bestselling collection 
of short stories, The Gurkha’s 
Daughter, is shortlisted for the 
Dylan Thomas Prize 2013. The 
Dylan Thomas Prize is awarded to 
the best-published literary work in 
English by a young writer and is the 
world’s largest literary prize of its 
kind with a prize of £30,000 to the 
winner. 
Parajuly was the youngest writer 
signed by Quercus, and also the 
youngest Indian to achieve a 
multi-national book deal. The 
media, notably, the BBC, The 
Financial Times, The Guardian, The 
Atlantic and The Times of 
India have lauded Parajuly’s work 
often referring to him as the “next 
big thing in South Asian fiction.”

Prajwal Parajuly 

THE GURKHA’S DAUGHTER 
     
Shortlisted for the 2013  
Dylan Thomas Prize
A disfigured servant girl plans to flee Nepal; a 
Gurkha’s daughter tries to comprehend her fa-
ther’s complaints; two young Nepali speaking 
immigrants meet in Manhattan. 
These are just some of the stories describing 
and dramatizing the experiences of the Nepa-
lese people and the Nepalese diaspora the peo-
ple whose culture and language is Nepalese but 
who are dispersed to India, Bhutan and beyond. 
From every perspective and on every page, Pra-
jwal Parajuly blends rich colour and vernacu-
lar to paint an eyeopening picture of a unique 
world and its people.
The Gurkha’s Daughter has also been a number 
one bestseller in India and South Africa. 

Rights Sold: WORLD English: Quercus
Nepali Language: Nepalya
Rights Available: Translation and Languages
Co-agency representation: 
Red Ink Literary Agency, India &
Susan Yearwood Literary Agency, UK

LAND WHERE I FLEE

Three Westernized siblings return to their 
Himalayan hometown – but a game of 
happy families is far from on the cards

To commemorate Chitralekha Nepauney’s 
Chaurasi – her landmark 84th birthday – Chi-
tralekha’s grandchildren are travelling to Gang-
tok to pay their respects. Agastaya is flying in 
from New York. Although a successful oncologist at only thirty-three, he 
is dreading his family’s inquisition into why he is not married, and terri-
fied that the reason for his bachelordom will be discovered.

Joining him are Manasa and Bhagwati, coming from London and Colo-
rado respectively. One the Oxford-educated achiever; the other the dis-
graced eloper – one moneyed but miserable; the other ostracized but 
optimistic. All three harbour the same dual objective: to emerge from the 
celebrations with their grandmother’s blessing and their nerves intact – a 
goal that will become increasingly impossible thanks to a mischievous 
maid and a fourth, uninvited guest.

Rights Sold: WORLD English: Quercus
Rights available: Translation and Languages
Co-agency representation: 
Red Ink Literary Agency, India & Susan Yearwood Literary Agency, UK 
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Rakesh Kaul

THE LAST QUEEN OF KASHMIR    
Kota, a young woman forced to give up the carefree years of youth, and 
dreams for love and happiness, transforms into a wise regent who rules 
over the Kashmir Valley with an iron hand. Her reign is born from the de-
mise of her loved ones, and despite the sorrows that colour her journey, 
she emerges a resilient and charismatic leader, recognized in history as 
Kota Rani. 
As the human landscape of Kashmir transforms from peaceful to turbu-
lent, she must find a  way to face the winds of change brought about by 
invaders and immigrants to the established indigenous civilization. Can 
she, a leader, protect her people against all odds, or will the threads of 
politics and power leave her with no choice but to surrender. Can she, a 
woman, rise above the hypocrisy of society and  and prove her worth as 
a sovereign? 
Set in the fourteenth century, The Last Queen of Kashmir is a sweep-
ing saga of a fearless woman, an inherited kingdom, and a civilization in 
continual upheaval. A story about an extraordinary queen who fought to 
preserve the historic splendour and diversity of her society.  

Rights Sold: South Asia English : HARPER/Harlequin, INDIA
Rights available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and
Languages

Rakesh Kaul, whose family hails 
from Kashmir, migrated to the 

US in 1972 after becoming a gold 
medalist at IIT Delhi. He has 

served as the Co-Chairman of The 
Arts of Kashmir Exhibition at the 
Asia Society in New York. He was 

a founding contributor to the first 
Chair of India Studies at Berkeley 

and to the Center for the Advanced 
Study of India at University of 

Pennsylvania as also the Mattoo 
Center for India Studies at State 

University of New York. He has an 
MBA from the University of Chicago 

and an MS from Brown University.
Pran Kishore

SHEEN : SNOW AND 
THE BRIDLE PATH

Sahitya Natak Akademi Awar-
dee

Reshma is Rajwali’s driving force. Even 
after years of their marriage, his love 
for her still shines as bright as it did on 
the very first day. Together they have 
a son, Qamroo, who embodies all the 
love that flows between them and their 
family.
This year Qamroo convinces Rajwali and 
Reshma to let him take the journey. 
As autumn begins, the proud parents go to welcome their son only to 
never see him return. Caught in the midst of the unexpected twist of life, 
Reshma quickly spirals into a state of deep depression and denial. As Ra-
jwali holds on to memories of who his wife used to be, he heads on a jour-
ney to bring her back to herself. A deeply emotional tale, Sheen shows us 
the extent to which people will go for love.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press 
Hindi : Tara Press Kashimiri: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and 
Languages

Pran Kishore is a  
Kashmiri stage personality. In 

addition to acting, he has directed 
and written screenplays. He is best 

known as the writer and creator 
of the Doordarshan television 
serial Gul Gulshan Gulfam. He  

was bestowed an award from 
the Sahitya Natak Akademi for  

his novel, Sheen Ta Vatepod. 
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Aquila Ismail 

OF MARTYRS AND MARIGOLDS
Suri is born in the East Pakistan to parents who 
chose to migrate to it from India in 1947, with the 
dissolution of The British Empire. She leads an 
idyllic life informed by Bengali culture, British 
colonial past and the social character of a coun-
try created for Muslims. However, in the rapidly 
unfolding violence that accompanies the libera-
tion struggle of the Bengalis, Suri is considered 
to be a ‘Bihari’, a migrant from India, who speaks 
Urdu and therefore has no place in Bangladesh.   
At its center is the defiant love between Suri 
and Rumi, which blossoms in Dacca University. 
When Suri becomes a victim of a division based 
on the mother tongue, the intensity of their love tries to transcend the 
political facts of Bangladesh. Placed in an internment camp, she has to 
choose between her family and her love for a man who belongs to the side 
that massacres and dispossesses her people.
Ismail writes affectionately of life in East Pakistan. Her evocation of the 
brutal manner in which the Pakistan army put down the demands of 
Bengalis for autonomy, the horror inflicted by the Bengalis on the Bi-
haris, and India’s war with Pakistan culminating in the creation of Bang-
ladesh, is devastatingly real. Part historical drama and part romance, Of 
Martyrs and Marigolds is testament to fiction’s unique power in docu-
menting the complexities of human conflicts.”

All Rights Available: WORLD English, Translation and Languages

Shome Dasgupta 

THE SEAGULL AND THE 
URN    
(Bridges literary fiction, commercial fiction and 
crossover YA)
The Seagull And The Urn is a blend of magical 
realism, fantasy, and science fiction. March is 
born in April, just as the sun is setting. Asinging 
baby who can’t sleep, she sets Kolkaper on edge. 
The Town Council orders scientists to take her 
away and study her to the Cave Forest, a place 
for freaks like her. Acting quickly, March’s par-
ents send her away to the distant town of Koo-
fay. But March’s destiny is tied to that of Kol-
kaper’s. She must return to save the city from 
itself. An enchanting fable about love and faith 
and accepting the odd ones among us. 

Rights Sold: 
World (English) (excl. South Asia) : Accent Press
South Asia (English): Harper Collins India/
Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: Translation and Languages

Shome Dasgupta hosts the On 
Reading Series at his blog, The 
Laughing Yeti.  He is the author of I am 
here And You Are Gone (Winner of the 
2010 Outsider Writers Press Fiction 
Chapbook Contest). His works in parts 
have appeared in Redivider, NANO 
Fiction, Mud Luscious, and elsewhere. 
His fiction has been included in the 
story South Million Writers Award 
Notable Stories of 2008, and was also 
nominated for The Best of the Net. 

Aquila Ismail has worked as an 
Associate Professor of Electrical 
Engineering in NED University 
of Engineering and Technology, 
Karachi. She has written extensively 
on literature, women and 
development issues for newspapers 
and magazines. She has translated 
a number of Urdu works of fiction 
including Harvest of Anger and 
other Stories, Godavari, and 
Zindabahar Lane. Her non-fiction 
works include documentation of the 
work of Orange Pilot Project (OPP) 
a development NGO of Karachi.
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Amrita Pritam  

PINJAR

Brought together in this volume are 
two of the most moving novels by one 
of India s greatest women writers The 
Skeleton and The Man. The Skeleton, 
translated from Punjabi into English 
by Khushwant Singh, is memorable 
for its lyrical style and depth in her 
writing. Amrita Pritam portrays the 
most inmost being of the novel s com-
plex characters. The Man is a com-
pelling account of a young man born 
under strange circumstances and 
abandoned at the altar of God.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press
Rights available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

PRAISE FOR AMRITA PRITAM :

“Pinjar (Skeleton) is a compelling account of deeply personal experience 
of Partition and Independence. Perhaps Pinjar is Amrita Pritam’s final 
testimony, as a witness, to Punjab’s Partition. Here Pooru defies patri-
archal and territorial boundaries, and effectively uses her agency to cri-
tique the reality of Partition by choosing to stay on in Pakistan. Indeed, 
in times when religious identity became a brutal blueprint of territorial 
boundaries and nationalism, Amrita and her female protagonist criticise 
the elision of religious community with “nation”, highlight patriarchal 
hypocrisy and challenge the national obsession with borders.”

— The Hindu 

“Amrita Pritam was known for her ability to portray the essence of its ro-
bust people, their turbulent lives and, above all, their deeply entrenched 
pathos. In simple but delicate and creative prose and verse, she expressed 
the poignancy of India’s division by the colonial administration in 1947, 
when millions were uprooted, with bloodshed and tragedy on either side 
of the new border.”

— THE INDEPENDENT,  UK

Amrita Pritam, recipient of 
the Janpath Award- India’s most 
prestigious literary prize, for her 

Kagaz Te Canvas (Punjabi), Sahitya 
Academy Award, Padma Shri and 

many other such honours, wrote 
for the common people in Punjabi 
and was known for her simplicity 
and purity of thought. Where she 
wrote the acclaimed and laurels-

winning Pinjar or the Raseedi Tikat, 
she also wrote the thrilling Doctor 

Dev, Kore Kaagaz (blank pages) and 
Unchaas Din (49 days).  Essentially 

a poet, she has several novels and 
collections of short stories to her 

credit and in total penned 28 
novels, 18 anthologies of prose, 5 

short stories and 16 miscellaneous 
prose volumes. Much of her 

writing has been translated into 
English, Hindi and some European 

languages. 
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Shashank Gupta

PIMP     
At sixty, when most men retire into 
emptiness, Uncle, our wrinkled 
protagonist, comes back with a flourishing 
brothel at his dead father’s mansion and 
from there begins a search for the ultimate 
pleasure. He dives into darkness, exploring 
the sin of the flesh, dictated by the devil 
from his distant past: a stepmother he loved 
to destruction. She is the only emotion, the 
only trace of warmth and love in Uncle’s 
otherwise cold heart. It is she who taught 
him the value, as she saw it, of mortal life 
and human sacrifice.
His mind is complex in its desires, resting 
on dark sarcasm and unpredictability, 
that compels one to relish every word, 
every move and every absurdity with a 
curious hunger. Unable to remain lucid, he floats dangerously in and out 
of reality and dreams, not knowing where one ends and the other begins. 
The god of sex, wealth, power and religion has everything yet nothing - 
he has still not experienced the ultimate euphoria, which is derived from 
the ultimate pain and sacrifice. 
Pimp is a story of a man who graduates from lesser pleasures to higher 
planes. A journey of a fearsome lunatic’s successes and excesses.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

Suraj Sinha

CHILDREN OF WAR    
The governor was the offspring of the perversities of the First World War, 
born out of the frustration of his mother and the failure of his father. Their 
fierce love-making shook the village. The incident was so crude that the gov-
ernor’s father never returned to the woman, he joined the war to escape his 
fate. The governor was born near the sea. He grew up in the middle of a 
chaotic world. He witnessed dark pangs of death all around. He lost count of 
the number of cripples, corpses arriving in the village every day. He eventu-
ally fled the village and served in the army with the least dedication, whored 
around like his father and rose to the post of governor when every member 
of his regiment was killed by the yellow fever. He fell in love with Andréa, a 
solitary figure, who used to sew clothes and sell guavas for her living. Their 
marital life was not ideal, but they got along quite well before the governor 
fell head over heels in love with Gabriella, a mullatto woman who narrated 
ancient stories in Kiswahili. The governor gave in to Gabriella’s mysticism 
and started predicting his death. The episode ended with the governor sure 
of his death... he predicted he would die on a Tuesday but fate was to show 
him otherwise. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages

Shashank Gupta means ‘Moon 
Secret’. His mother thought naming 
her very dark third-born so would 
mysteriously lighten his complex-
ion. This has not happened in 49 
years. Instead, his career has waxed 
and waned like the moon. Two 
months into his PhD, he revolted 
and bolted, choosing to work on his 
father’s farm. And then six years of 
growing-cutting-growing crops and 
the bleak prospects of gentlemen 
farmers in India, made him run 
away to Mumbai at 29. He went on 
to become a copywriter in advertis-
ing at the very bottom of the ladder 
and took seven years and several 
horrible campaigns to be called a 
Creative Director. 

An engineer-turned-banker, Suraj 
Sinha started his professional 
career as an aeronautical engineer 
in 2006. Born in 1986 in the then 
undivided state of Bihar, he grew 
up listening to folk stories.  An avid 
reader of Magic Realism, fantasy, 
history and satire, he spends quality 
time reading the likes of Marquez, 
Rushdie, Faulkner, Tolkien, Joseph 
Heller and the list goes on. Inspired 
by the everyday life and his little 
son, he loves the process of writing 
more than anything else and now 
devotes his time writing books.
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CROSSOVER TITLES/ 
HISTORICAL FICTION
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Ravi Shankar

THE BOOK OF SHIVA
The following title is like ‘Monk who sold his Ferrari’ - part fiction, 
part philosophy, reinventing traditional tales like that of Pandora’s 
Box and King Midas to give it an Indian philosophical interpretation.
Asãnanda, a monk belonging to the ‘Order of Hope’, is sent by his Master 
to the Himalayas on a quest. He is charged with the task of discover-
ing the mysterious The Book of Shiva. Starting out from his ashram in 
the sacred town of Rishikesh beside the Ganges, Asãnanda meets ordinary 
people with extraordinary stories of freedom, serenity, hope, loss and pain. 
Among the people he meets - monist tantric gurus and Vedic teachers, a 
fruit-seller who waits for a pomegranate tree to bloom; a storyteller who 
tells his version of Pandora’s box; mothers who seek salvation for their 
afflicted children; a wandering ascetic who teaches him the sound of one 
hand clapping; a sadhu who walks backwards to discover his future; the 
son of a 9/11 victim seeking his father’s legacy; a boatman who seeks pay-
ment in songs and many more. 
The narrative is interspersed with re-imagined fables and myths—
both Indian and European. It is a motivational work of fictional-non-
fiction, seeking to play a healing role in the troubled times we live in. 
Its message is simple—the search for god is a journey by many names... 
This one is called MÔNK.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harper Collins India/Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and
Languages

THE BRAHMIN
In Lanka, King Ravana contemplates using the Golden Scythe, a weapon 
powerful enough to destroy the world, to defeat Ram. In the end, sick-
ened by the slaughter of previous battles and the lament of bereaved 
mothers and widows, he gives it to his spymaster, who disappears. 
Centuries later, King Ashoka rules Magadha with an iron fist. He wants 
to become India’s most powerful monarch and is preparing to conquer 
Kalinga. He hears about the Golden Scythe from a Sri Lankan monk be-
ing tortured in his dungeons. 
Meanwhile, concubines are being murdered in the King’s palace. En-
raged, he summons his head of Secret Service -- The Brahmin -- to in-
vestigate. The Brahmin’s ingenuity and war skills are stretched as Ashoka 
charges him with stopping Kalinga spies, avenging the death of the Bud-
dhist monks and find the Golden Scythe apart from the job of unmask-
ing the killers of the women. Will the spymaster unmask the killer, stop 
Kalingan spies and also find the Golden Scythe? Does his conscience 
allow him to share the secret of this weapon of mass destruction with 
Ashoka? Read on and find out.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harper Collins India/Hindi: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English (excl. South Asia), Translation and 
Languages 

Ravi Shankar is the Executive 
Editor of The New Indian Express 
group and The Sunday Standard. 
He is the author of a collection of 
supernatural stories The Scream of 
The Dragonflies and three  earlier 
novels namely  ‘The Tiger by the 
River’’ The Village of the Widows’ 
and The Gold of Their Regrets, have 
been translated into many other 
languages including Spanish, Ger-
man and French. He lives in  
New Delhi.
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Murad Ali Baig

OCEAN OF COBRAS
An epic battle for the soul of India be-
tween Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb.

In 1658 the magnificent Mughal Em-
pire was on the brink of a precipice. 
Though it was at the peak of its opu-
lence, the escalating rivalry between 
Shah Jahan’s eldest son Dara Shikoh 
and his third son Aurangzeb over the 
past two decades had split the family. 
Dara the pampered prince was a poet 
and philosopher who had to turn a 
soldier to combat his bitter but battle-
hardened brother. The conflict be-
tween Dara’s love of all religions and 
Aurangzeb’s narrow Islamic beliefs 
was to make the battle much more 
than simply one for the throne. It became a series of battles for the very 
soul of India. The novel recounted by a eunuch intimate with all the 
princes, princesses and personages of the court takes the reader through 
the magnificent royal palace into the harem, to royal hunts and to the 
kingdoms of rival and vassal rulers. Mubarak Ali, the narrator, fights in 
the armies of the rival princes and describes six exciting battles. His ad-
ventures take the reader from the limpid lakes of Kashmir to the deserts 
of Sind and the lush forests of every part of India. He tells a tale of high 
adventure, reckless courage, ruthless cunning, tender romance, treach-
erous betrayal and heart wrenching tragedy in a world of incredible lux-
ury and decadence in what was once the richest empire of the world.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

‘Ocean of Cobras’ is about a gap in Indian history. A lot has been written about the great 
emperors Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb but the battle of succession between 
the sons of Shah Jahan was actually one of the turning points in Indian history

— DNA

‘Ocean of Cobras’ is a heady cocktail of adventure, romance, betrayal, battles of the 
mind and sword and much more. Well researched, it gives insights into court life, 
marriage ceremonies, tribal customs etc., and, most important, it is a jolly good read.

— Roswitha Joshi

“Murad Ali Baig wields an eloquent pen in his narration and brings to bear a preco-
cious mélange of deep interest, research, curiosity and a balanced point of view. With 
this work he has emerged as a gifted story teller with a well chosen story to tell” 

— Amit Dahiyabadshah,  Founder, the India Poetree Foundation 

In his narration Murad is as impartial and objective as a disinterested critic can pos-
sibly be. Combining a mature man’s understanding of the complexities of the hu-
man mind with his deep knowledge of Mughal life and times, Murad makes great 
contribution to the fields of history and literature. The novel enlightens and delights 
simultaneously, not only the erudite, but, also, the uninitiated . He succeeds in com-
pelling the reader to wonder what India might have been had the openly secular Dara 
had succeeded instead of Aurangzeb: would Akba’rs Din Ilahi come back as Daras 
Dariya e Mazma?

— Dr. Chanda Singh (Retd)  
Professor (English literature), Agra University

Murad Ali Baig A product of the 
elite Doon School, did his Masters 
in History from St Stephen College, 
New Delhi, and spent a year at the 

Sorbonne, Paris.  He has a deep 
interest in history and religion and 
his 80 Questions to Understand 

India, History Mythology and 
Religion (Tara Press, New Delhi) 

has sold over 30,000 copies. He has 
a career in public relations and writ-

ing and is he is published prolifi-
cally on widely different subjects.
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Ram Sivasankaran 

THE PESHWA 
(SERIES)
The Peshwa is work that narrates the rise and fall of the infamous Mara-
tha Prime Minister, Balaji Bajirao. Set in 18th century India, against the 
backdrop of the crumbling Mughal Empire, the novels tells the story of 
the fortification of the young and powerful Maratha Confederacy. It takes 
us on not just the Maratha conquests, but also paints a picture of the 
young Peshwa’s succession to his esteemed title, his life at court under 
the tutelage of Chhathrapathi Shahu and finally, his legendary love affair 
with Mastani, the princess of Bundelkhand. 

BOOK 1: THE LION AND THE STALLION
In the 18th century, the Maratha Confederacy has established itself as a 
force to reckon with. Despite a fatal military setback, the power of the 
young Confederacy is the only real threat in the face of the deeply-rooted 
Mughal Empire.
The Mughal Emperor and Maratha Chhathrapathi, Farrukhsiyar and 
Shahu respectively, rely on the resourcefulness and cunning of their 
powerful and fiercely loyal deputies – Nizam Ul Mulk of the Mughal Em-
pire and Balaji Vishvanath Bhat, Peshwa of the Maratha Confederacy, to 
further the interests of their respective kingdoms. In a daring military 
maneuver, Balaji Vishvanath goes one up on the Empire and humiliates 
the Nizam in particular. However, little did the Peshwa know that he 
had dealt the Nizam an unintended wound – one with roots in the Ni-
zam’s mysterious past and one that the Nizam would seek to avenge till 
he could draw a breath.
An already fragile peace is once again threatened when the Peshwa sur-
renders his life to a horrible malady. Rebellion threatens the Confederacy 
and the Nizam rages at its borders with lust for vengeance. All the while 
a mute and passive spectator in the events, the Peshwa’s son, Bajirao Bhat 
needs to rise beyond the grief of his father’s passing, his scant military and 
administrative experience, and his intense love for his wife, Kashibai and 
newborn son to rescue everything he holds dear. Will the young man be 
able to protect the Confederacy from internal strife and break the enemy 
– all while battling inner demons? Will he live up to his title of Peshwa? 

BOOK 2: THE MARATHA LIGHTNING  
(FORTHCOMING)

Picking up from where the first book left off, Maratha Lightning begins 
with the tale of Princess Mastani, and how her life became inextrica-
bly linked with The Peshwa, Balaji Bajirao. Alongside narrating excerpts 
from Mughal-Maratha rivalry and revenge with the rise and fall of Ni-
zam-Ul-Mulk,the book also paints the infamous and tragic love-story of 
Bajirao and Mastani. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Westland Ltd.
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Ram Sivasankaran was born in 
Madras, India, but has spent most 
of his life abroad – largely in the 
Middle East and the United States 
of America. He was brought up 
with stories from Hindu legend and 
the great epics and classics of both 
India and the West. In addition 
to being a passionate student of 
history in school, Ram built keen 
interest in stories of valor, heroism, 
chivalry, beauty and romance. 
A day-dreamer of sorts, Ram 
believes deeply in the power of 
imagination – the mind being the 
canvas on which even the seemingly 
talentless can create new universes, 
resurrect eras long gone, bring 
the gods to life and even resurrect 
heroes and damsels of yore. As 
such, Ram makes his debut with 
a historical novel on one of the 
greatest and yet, to an extent, 
less-known warrior from Indian 
history – Bajirao Bhat, Peshwa of 
the Maratha Confederacy.
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GENERAL TRADE AND  
NARRATIVE NON-FICTION 
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Bertil Falk

FEROZE GANDHI
   
Probably India’s most ‘controversial’ and ‘mysterious’ politician, who 
also happened to be married to India’s dynastic Prime minister – Indira 
Gandhi. Not much is detailed about this quiet, mysterious man – but 
after a thorough, first hand investigative research of the last 4 decades, 
the word is out and Bertil Falk’s book is finally ready at 1,30K words and 
30 Illustrations.
 
Bertil is a senior, well respected journalist (India and political affairs) 
working out of Sweden.
Here is the first half of THE QUEST FOR FEROZE BHAI, The definitive 
Biography of Feroze Gandhi, a personal narrative by Bertil Falk. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): ROLI
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and 
Languages

Makarand R. Paranjape

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA: RECLAIMING 
HINDUISM
   
Swami Vivekananda’s greatest achievement was the reconstruction of 
Hinduism. He accomplished this by reforming it in India and changing 
its image in the West. This regeneration also, directly linked it to the 
birth of Indian nationalism. What he learned from Ramakrishna he tried 
to interpret in the language of modernity that he imbibed as a young 
English-educated Calcutta man. 
Instead of a pagan, superstitious, idolatrous, and barbarous set of ritu-
als, customs, and practices, which is how Hinduism had been generally 
perceived, not just by missionaries, but by a large section of the educated 
middle-classes of India, Vivekananda turned it into a rational, universal 
philosophy, freed from dogma and authority.  He did this by making Ve-
danta the spine of new Hinduism, bhakti its heart, and the yogas its sin-
ews. For the West, what he brought was indeed original and promising. 
The emergence of the national culture that the author shall explore in 
this book would not have been the same without a man like Vivekanan-
da.This book is an account of how he accomplished this in a brief life of 
less than forty years.

All Rights Available: WORLD English, Translation and Languages

Bertil Falk (b. 1933) is a retired 
Swedish newspaper and TV 
journalist, who spent more than ten 
years of his life living and travelling 
between India, England and the 
United States. His love for writing 
started with a short science fiction 
story, published when he was 12. He 
has done translations in Swedish 
alongside working in magazines. 
Feroze Gandhi’s biography is 
his personal narrative from four 
decades of research and one-on-
one travels and interviews through 
political India.  

Chairperson and Professor of 
English at the Centre for English 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi.
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Kallol Bhattacherjee

UNFINISHED OCTOBER SURPRISE :
Zia Ambassador & The Age Of Terror

In 1984 as violence peaked between the CIA-backed Mujahedin fighters 
and the Moscow-backed government in Kabul, Indian prime minister In-
dira Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh bodyguards. Soon thereafter, 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi proposed a secret peace plan for Afghanistan 
which remained a secret Track II diplomacy throughout the closing years 
of the Cold War. All sides to the conflict – Moscow, Islamabad, Washing-
ton DC, Kabul and New Delhi worked to have a joint solution based on 
the peace plan. The Track II solution planned from these capitals was to 
help the UN-initiated peace talks in Geneva that was stuck as the crisis in 
Afghanistan threatened to engulf the region.
As a result of this win-win Track II “political solution”, Pakistan and Soviet 
Union reached a communication breakthrough and the Soviets expressed 
their desire to quit Afghanistan within a short period. The plan would al-
low Soviets to withdraw without loss of face, help Pakistan to stop a dan-
gerous brinkmanship and, most importantly, ensure that the religious fa-
natics of the Mujahedin did not take over government control in Kabul. 
Biggest expected outcome of the peace plan was a social reconciliation in 
Afghanistan which had endured more than a decade of violence.
After more than two and half years of pursuing this Track II plan, Ameri-
cans inexplicably stopped the favourable treatment of India and its prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi and branded India a near-nuclear pariah.  Rattled 
by the diplomatic humiliation abroad and mounting criticism of his di-
plomacy at home, Rajiv Gandhi began charting his own course in Af-Pak’s 
violent landmass.
Based on interviews with diplomats like controversial former US ambas-
sador to Delhi, John Gunther Dean and declassified cables containing de-
tails from former officials and diplomats like Michael Armacost, George 
Schultz, Ronen Sen, Congressman Stephen Solarz and several others - this 
book presents the story of how Rajiv Gandhi and his team became the 
proponent of the solution on Afghanistan and then were discarded by his 
American partners and the disastrous consequences that followed when 
Rajiv went ahead to chart his own Af-Pak policy.
Result of that setback to regional security, can still be felt in the global ‘War 
on Terror’ which began in the backdrop of the Geneva Accord of April 14 
1988. This book is the story of how the great betrayal triggered the cycle of 
violence in South Asia till it spread to the rest of the world. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harper Collins, India
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE, 
studied political theory and inter-

national affairs at the University 
of Delhi and Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU). He has written 
on foreign affairs for fifteen years, 

covering South Asian conflicts, the 
Arab Spring and some of the  

enduring foreign policy-related 
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covering Foreign-Affairs for The 
WEEK. His Twitter handle is @

janusmyth.
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Shrabani Basu

FOR KING AND ANOTHER COUNTRY
Indian Soldiers on the Western Front 1914 - 18

A million Indian soldiers fought in 
the First World War, the largest force 
from the colonies and dominions. 
They travelled from remote villages 
in India to the harsh trenches of Flan-
ders and France, for a war they could 
not comprehend. They fought with 
unquestioning valour and went on to 
win the highest bravery awards, but 
their contribution has been mostly 
forgotten.
For King and Another Country tells, 
for the first time, the personal stories 
of some of these Indians who went 
to the Western Front. From a grand 
turbanned Maharaja raring to fight 
for the Empire to an illiterate peasant 
who won the Victoria Cross; from a 
sweeper who accompanied the troops 

only to die in an English hospital to a young pilot, barely out of school, who 
brought down German airplanes. 

Shrabani Basu delves into narratives buried in villages in India and Paki-
stan, as well as British archives, to recreate the War through the eyes of the 
Indians. There are tales of courage and heroism as well as those of despair 
and desperation. The book examines the relationships that developed be-
tween the Indians and their British officers and tells the untold story of 
how curries reached the frontline. Above all, it is about how the Great War 
changed India and led, ultimately, to the call for independence.

SOURCES: British Library records including the letters from the trenches 
and hospitals written by the Indian soldiers, details of the comfort fund set 
up for Indian soldiers and the hospitals for their care, regimental histories 
from the National Archives, Army Museum and Imperial war Museum and 
interviews with families of descendants of Victoria Cross holders.

Rights Sold: WORLD English: Bloomsbury UK
Rights Available: Translation and Languages

CURRY 
The story of the nation’s favourite dish 
Rights Sold South Asia (English): RUPA
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages 
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Over a million Indian soldiers fought in 
the First World War, the largest force from 
the colonies and dominions. They travelled 
from remote villages in India to the harsh 
trenches of Flanders and France, for a war 
they could not comprehend. They fought with 
unquestioning valour and went on to win the 
highest bravery awards, but their contribution 
has been mostly forgotten.

For King and Another Country tells, for the 
first time, the personal stories of some of these 
Indians who went to the Western Front: from 
a grand turbanned Maharaja raring to fight 
for the Empire to an illiterate peasant who 
won the Victoria Cross; from a sweeper who 
accompanied the troops only to die in an 
English hospital to a young pilot, barely out of 
school, who brought down German airplanes.

Shrabani Basu delves into narratives buried 
in villages in India and Pakistan, as well as 
British archives, to recreate the War through 
the eyes of the Indians. There are tales of 
courage and heroism as well as those of 
despair and desperation. The book examines 
the relationships that developed between the 
Indians and their British officers and tells 
the untold story of how curries reached the 
frontline. Above all, it is about how the Great 
War changed India and led, ultimately, to the 
call for independence. 

SHRABANI BASU was born in Calcutta and grew 
up in Dhaka, Kathmandu and Delhi. She is the 
London correspondent of the Calcutta-based 
ABP group of newspapers and writes for 
Ananda Bazar Patrika and The Telegraph. She 
is the author of Curry: The Story of the Nation’s 
Favourite Dish, Spy Princess: The Life of Noor 
Inayat Khan and Victoria & Abdul: The True 
Story of the Queen’s Closest Confidant. She is 
the founder and chair of the Noor Inayat Khan 
Memorial Trust.
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ISBN 978-93-84898-25-0

www.bloomsbury.com

Cover design:  S D Ali
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Author photograph: Avi Ahluwalia 

SHRABANI BASU was born in 
Calcutta and grew up in Dhaka, 
Kathmandu and Delhi. She is the 
London correspondent of the 
Calcutta-based ABP group of news-
papers and writes for Ananda Bazar 
Patrika and The Telegraph. 
She is the author of Curry: The 
Story of the Nation’s Favourite 
Dish, Spy Princess: The Life of Noor 
Inayat Khan and Victoria & Abdul: 
The True Story of the Queen’s  
Closest Confidant. 
She is the founder and chair of the 
Noor Inayat Khan Memorial Trust.
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VICTORIA & ABDUL 
The True Story of the Queen’s Closest Confidante 

In her compelling new book Victoria & Abdul: The True Story of The Queen’s 
Closest Confidante, the author uncovers the secrets and intrigue behind the 
mysterious, exotic and neglected relationship between Queen Victoria and her 
Indian servant Abdul Karim, offering a unique insight into the elderly Queen’s 
daily life, court, and the changing Empire over which she ruled.

Rights Sold: 
UK: History Press
USA - Omega Publishing
South Asia: RUPA (English & Hindi)
Marathi: Rajhans
Rights Available: Translation and Languages 

SPY PRINCESS : British Secret Agent in 
World War II
The inspiring Noor Inayat Khan ought to be as popular a heroine in British 
schools as Florence Nightingale once was. Basu’s moving and scrupulous biog-
raphy might help that to happen. Descended from Tipu Sultan, that great thorn 
in the imperial side in India, Noor grew up in Paris in a family of musicians and 
Sufi mystics. Already a published children’s author, she joined SOE as a British 
secret agent in 1943, and returned to Paris as a radio operator liaising with local 
Resistance cells. After the Gestapo broke the networks, almost the entire system 
of clandestine contact rested on her slim shoulders. Despite daring escapes, the 
Germans caught her. Utterly unbowed by Nazi cruelty, she was killed in Dachau 
in 1944 – with “Liberté” on her lips. Posthumous holder of the George Cross and 
the Croix de Guerre, a Muslim princess and Indian nationalist who gave every-
thing in the struggle for freedom.

Rights Sold: 
UK: History Press 
USA: Omega Publishing
South Asia: ROLI (English)
Rights Available: Translation and Languages
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Satyajit Das

AGE OF STAGNANTION

We are all too familiar with the success 
of Satyajit Das’s last book - Extreme 
Money: The Masters of the Universe 
and the Cult of Risk, which ruled the 
top 10 charts of Business publications 
the world over – Internationally and 
also in his home markets. I have since 
long discussed the possibility of a 
great BIG non-fiction narrative title 
in Economic / Business. This new 
book is ready, fully edited and avail-
able now for a world edition. Today 
I propose to you Satyajit Das’s  new 
manuscript - The Age of Stagnation: 
Have we consumed our own future?

This new book from Satyajit Das, deals 
with one of the greatest dilemmas of 
the post-financial crisis global econo-

my: the inability of governments and central banks to restore growth and 
prosperity. The official response to the crisis entailed government spend-
ing, lower interest rates and flooding money markets with cash to create 
growth, all tools from the standard playbook. But what if these traditional 
tools are no longer effective, and that the world economy has entered into 
unchartered waters, where traditional economic logic is no longer of use? 
Satyajit Das is an globally known and respected former banker and consult-
ant, with over 35 years of experience in financial markets. A sought-after 
commentator on financial and economic issues (featured in the Academy 
Award-winning documentary “Inside Job”), his perspective is informed by 
his day job as a leading consultant to some of the world’s biggest banks, 
companies and central banks. He was nominated by Bloomberg in 2014 as 
one of the fifty most influential financial thinkers in the world. 

Rights Sold: 
North America: Prometheus
UK: Pearson
Australia/ NZ: Penguin Random House Aus.
South Asia (English) : Westland Ltd
Rights Available: Translation and Languages
 

Satyajit Das’s last book Extreme 
Money: The Masters of the Universe 
and the Cult of Risk (2011) described 
by Nouriel Roubini as: “A true 
insider’s devastating analysis 
of the financial alchemy of the 
last 30 years and its destructive 
consequences. With his intimate 
first-hand knowledge, Das takes 
a knife to global finance and 
financiers to reveal its inner 
workings without fear or favor.” 
Das is the author of a number of 
canonical works on derivatives 
and risk management, as well as 
Extreme Money: The Masters of 
the Universe and the Cult of Risk 
(Financial Times Press, 2011) which 
was longlisted for the FT/Goldman 
Sachs Business Book Award, and 
Traders, Guns & Money: Knowns 
and Unknowns in the Dazzling 
World of Derivatives (Financial 
Times Press, 2006). Both books 
have sold over 120,000 copies and 
have also been translated into eight 
International languages. 
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Vikram Sampath

POISON IN HER BREAST: 
the banished girls of nautch      

‘Hell is in her eyes; in her breast is a vast ocean of poison. Round her comely 
waist dwells the furies of hell, her hands are brandishing unseen daggers ever 
ready to strike unwary or willful victims. Her blandishments are India’s ruin. 
Alas! Her smile is India’s death’ 
— (Keshab Chandra Sen, Social reformer, Bengal).

This was the popular narrative that dominated the social reform movement 
in the early decades of 20th Century India—a narrative that sought to de-
monize all performing women as immoral entities and prostitutes. This 
culminated in the ‘Anti-Nautch’ campaign that banished these women for-
ever from the world of art and threw them, literally, into the bins of history. 
Performing arts were ‘resurrected’, sanitized and made safe for the middle 
classes. Bharatanatyam and Kathak sprung from the ashes of the Devadasis’ 
Sadir and the Tawaif ’s Nautch, while Hindustani and Carnatic music were 
cleansed of their ‘erotic’ and immoral content.
 In this shrill narrative, an important milestone in the history of Indian clas-
sical music has gone unnoticed and obliterated from national conscious-
ness. When recording technology came calling in 1902, it was women largely 
belonging to this courtesan community that embraced it readily. The cata-
logues of the Gramophone Company, which came to India to record ‘na-
tive’ voices, clearly indicate close to 400-500 women from across the country 
who undoubtedly became the pioneers in recording. Their male counter-
parts shied away citing superstitious beliefs. Some were wary of sharing the 
secrets of their art by selling it cheap. The manner in which these women 
negotiated their engagement with the foreign companies and got their act 
together showed their shrewd business skills in addition to their proficiency 
in the medium of music to be able to compress it all in a 3 minute gramo-
phone disc.
This book seeks to bring these women back into public reckoning by piecing 
together fragments of their lives and situating it in a socio-cultural context 
of 20th Century India. Beginning with tracing the tradition of the courte-
san in India right from the ancient period to the time they made their first 
brush with technology, it would take the reader through the kaleidoscopic 
world of the Tawaif/Devadasi. The lives of about 20 women would be dealt 
with in detail, set against the places of their origin and the aristocratic/ ur-
ban/ royal patronage that existed there. Gauhar Jaan of Calcutta, Janki Bai 
of Allahabad, Malka Jaan of Agra, Mumtaz Jaan of Delhi, Vidhyadhari Bai of 
Banaras, Husna Jaan of Banaras, Binodini Dasi of Calcutta, Giribala Dasi of 
Calcutta, Bedana Dasi of Calcutta, Krishnabhamini of Calcutta, Zohra Bai of 
Agra, Mohamdi Jaan of Lucknow, Bai Sundara Bai of Pune, Mehboob Jaan 
of Solapur, Bangalore Nagaratnamma, Salem Godavari, Coimbatore Thayi, 
Dhanakoti of Kanchipuram, Tiruchendur Shanmukhavadivoo and Oomda 
Jaan of Hyderabad are the women who would be profiled. The royal courts of 
Delhi, Lucknow, Rampur, Hyderabad, Baroda and Mysore, the urban centres 
of Madras, Calcutta and Bombay and the Freedom struggle would form the 
foil to their stories. The book would end with the Anti-nautch movement, 
the fall from grace of these women, the transition that many of them made 
in society and in their personal lives (case studies being those of M S Sub-
bulakshmi, Siddheshwari Devi, Begum Akhtar etc.) and the disappearance 
of the memories of those that did not adapt to changing times. It would also 
bring to light some of the exquisite poetry of the courtesan and come along 
with a CD of some of their select tracks.
 
Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harper Collins India
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Bangalore based Vikram Sampath is 
the author of three acclaimed narrative 
non-fiction books. He is one of the few 

Indian writers who excels at biographies, 
bringing to life the stories of royals, 

singers & maestro musicians.
He is the writer of a much-appreciated 
essay on legendary singer K L Saigal in 

Penguin’s anthology titled ‘Bollywood 
Top 20’ (2012). He has been a Fellow 

at the Institute for Advanced Study 
(Wissenschaftskolleg) in Berlin, 

Germany (for 2010-11) where he studied 
the early gramophone recordings of Indian 

music. He is a visiting speaker at the 
University of Queensland, Brisbane, which 

has also offered him an opportunity to 
pursue a PhD in Indian music history. The 
Society Magazine listed Vikram among 50 
Top Young Achievers of the country in 

its annual edition in 2012. He was also a 
Brand Ambassador of Titan’s “Be More” 

Campaign in 2009 and nominated as 
one of‘Bangalore’s Heroes’ by the Times 

Group.
Vikram has established an ‘Archive of 

Indian Music’ (AIM) –the country’s first 
Digital Sound Archive that digitizes and 
preserves old gramophone recordings of 

India and makes them readily available to 
people through an online portal. Vikram 

is also one of the Founder Directors of 
the Bangalore Literature Festival 

(BLF). Vikram has been appointed to 
several prominent Committees- those 

of the Central Government’s I&B 
Ministry and Prasar Bharati on 

establishing AIR & DD Archives, Dr Sam 
Pitroda Commission, Prasar Bharati 
Marketing Group and theKarnataka 

Government’s Vision Group for 
Tourism Development & formulation of 

new Tourism Policy.
Vikram publishes regularly in leading 

Indian dailies and magazines on a wide 
array of topics. In addition, he is also 

a serious student of Carnatic Classical 
Vocal music and has been training 

under various eminent practitioners of 
the art form like Vidwan D.V. Nagaraj, 
Dr. Bombay Jayashri Ramnath and Dr. 
Jayanthi Kumaresh. Subjects related to 

history, music, art and culture are close to 
his heart.
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Avalok Langer

IN PURSUIT OF CONFLICT  
Born into a military family, the author’s idea of India was what he saw 
on the map. As a kid, he stood at attention, saluting the TV screen every 
Republic Day as the national anthem played. He always understood why 
the Army fought, why they were willing to die and believed in the idea 
of India. His journey through the Northeast has not only been about 
discovering the people, their culture and violent uprisings, but a journey 
where he has questioned the many truths he grew up on.
When asked by a militant Naga general about where he was from, the 
only answer the author could up with in his strange attempt to be honest 
yet cover up his military background, was his prep-Partition roots - how 
he was part Kashmiri, an idea that he liked - another struggling people, 
and how his other three grandparents were from what is now Pakistan 
– Lahore, Abbottabad and Dera Ismail Khan. The man’s answer: “That’s 
why we fight. You are man without a home, your ancestors didn’t fight for 
their homes and today you are a man without his land. We Nagas don’t 
want that, we don’t want to lose our land. So we fight.” 
As Avalok Langer travelled from state to state on a shoe string budget, he 
started to push and take up issues local journalist were scared to, travel-
ling to Nepal and Myanmar to complete the stories that ended at the 
borders and started to see through the mesmerising web of patriotism 
and nationalism to core of most movements, money. It was a business, a 
business that earned Naga groups over Rs 600 crore annually from just 
the central funds they were able to siphon off. 
The author chose to report on the Northeast by pure accident, a financial 
blunder. However, this largely ignored part of the country has captivated 
his imagination for the last five years. It is a complex maze of emotions, 
culture, history, aspirations and spy games that exists outside the mental 
space of the average India. Through his stories, he wants to share with 
the nation this forgotten frontier – In Pursuit of Conflict. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): WESTLAND / TRANQUEBAR
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and 
Languages

Avalok Langer was Senior  
Correspondent with Tehelka. He is 
a conflict journalist and has covered 
the Northeast extensively. He is 
currently filming documentaries  
for BBC.
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Patrick Jered

FINDING THE DEMON’S FIDDLE
    
Finding the Demon’s Fiddle 
is completely based on fact 
and fits most closely into 
the genre of narrative non-
fiction/travel literature. But 
more than anything, it is a 
story…or rather several sto-
ries wound around a central 
narrative, which move to-
gether in the same direction 
and all of which eventually 
draw to their respective con-
clusions. It is an account of a 
period recently spent in In-
dia and Sri Lanka research-
ing the oldest extant ances-
tor of the violin family, the 
ravanhattha. A personal and 
travel narrative is used as a 
vehicle to delve into the his-
tory, religion, scripture, and 
mythology surrounding this 
fascinating instrument. The 
Ravanhattha, according to Hindu scripture, was invented by Ravana- a 
demon on a par with the Christian devil. It has been preserved from ex-
tinction by a nomadic sect of priests (Bhopas) in Rajasthan who use it 
during their 36-hour recitation of The Epic of Pabuji. 
Besides the instrument, the book narrative also traces the Ravana my-
thology in India and Sri Lanka. There is a perhaps slightly controversial 
reassessment of Ravana which is at odds with the orthodox Hindu im-
age of the evil demon portrayed in the Ramayana. The book is written 
in a deliberately easy-going, open style and can be read and enjoyed on 
a fairly superficial level as the story of a somewhat obsessive European 
meeting interesting people and experiencing unusual and often humor-
ous situations. However, we won’t pretend that the book is simple. Often 
the tip of the iceberg is visible, but there is a great deal happening under 
the surface. 
The target readership is essentially in South Asia, Europe and the USA. 
His work has already picked up a fair amount of interest in India and 
Sri Lanka, and we feel that it has considerable potential in all countries, 
though certain aspects of it may well prove a little controversial here. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): WESTLAND / TRANQUEBAR
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and 
Languages

Patrick Jered, a native English 
speaker was born in the UK, but 
has lived most of his life in The 

Netherlands. He is a professional 
medical writer with a PhD in 

molecular genetics. Patrick, until 
recently was employed by the 

academic publisher Elsevier. He is 
now working with an international 

medical communications agency, 
Excerpta Medica, part of the 

Omnicom group. In his spare time 
he writes about music and unusual 
musical instruments for specialist 

magazines. Besides his primary 
source of income, he is also a 

semi-professional musician, having 
released two CDs. His last collection 

Tykhana released in 2007 was well 
received by critics in Europe and the 
USA. It still sells the occasional copy 

on Amazon, iTunes, and a number 
of other on-line retailers. Finding 

the Demon’s Fiddle is his first full-
length book. It will certainly not be 
his last. He has some great ideas for 

future projects. 

“That element of spellbound wonder permeates this delightfully quirky and difficult-to-categorise work, the 
product of that single magical interlude, which gives birth to an obsession. The book is as much homage to the 
lore of the ravanhattha as it is a travelogue, as much a personal journey as academic documentation. And through 
it all runs a strain of gentle, self-deprecating, unfailingly perceptive humour that makes the reader’s journey all 
the more rewarding.”

— DNA INDIA
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Damien Bullen

THE JESUS JIGSAW
The Jesus Jigsaw tells the story of one man’s journey throughout all of 
India upon a quest for the historical Jesus. Building upon the work of 
Nicholas Notovich (The Life of Issa) and Fida Hassnain (the Search for 
the Historical Jesus / The Fifth Gospel / Jesus in Kashmir), the book paints 
perhaps the most detailed account of Jesus’ time in India both before and 
after the Crucifixion. 
The Jesus Jigsaw is part mystery puzzle, part history and part foray into 
the field of comparative theology. Beginning at the end of the nineteenth 
century, with the publication of Nicholas Notovich’s  ‘Life of Issa,’ the 
idea that Jesus lived and even died in India has slowly taken root among 
interested parties the world over.
Its author, Damian Bullen, describes his journey around India, from 
Ladakh in the Himalayas to the Western Ghats of Tamil Nadu, collecting 
all the clues which Jesus left behind during his time on the subconti-
nent. The resulting picture shows how Jesus is worshipped by Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians alike, and is known by several different names or 
avatars such as Asvaghosha, Iarchus and Agastya, etc. 
In the book, these various names of Jesus are referred to as ‘avatars’ . The 
aim of the Jesus Jigsaw is to identify each of these Indian ‘avatars,’ con-
necting them to each other and also to the traditional character of Jesus 
as presented by the Christian Gospels. The complete manuscript runs to 
approximately 82,280 words, accompanied by the personal photographs 
of each place visited by the author. To this are added over thirty notes, an 
extensive academic bibliography and five key texts either written by, or 
about, the Indian Jesus.

Sources: A wide array of source-materials have been used throughout 
the Jesus Jigsaw, from Sanskrit texts stored in the National Library of 
Scotland, to Tamil manuscripts available in the Madras University. Also 
included for reference are the research works of a number of scholars in 
several fields, from classical historians to modern theologians.

All Rights Available: WORLD English Translation and Languages

Damien Bullen lives in Edinburgh, 
UK. A musician and reviewer 
throughout the British summer, 
he enjoys spending his winters in 
India, where he immerses himself 
in Indian literature. He is also an 
ardent fan of historical mysteries, 
and his first book, ‘The Jesus Jigsaw’ 
describes his journey around the 
subcontinent on the trail of the 
Indian Jesus. 
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Shiv Shankar Maitra

THE BRAMHIN BUTCHER    
3500BCE – 1600BCE ANCIENT RECIPES RECONSTRUCTED BY THE 
BRAHMIN BUTCHER©

Food is a basic requirement. In real terms it’s as basic as the air we 
breathe, the water we drink or the morning ablutions. These are some 
things that are just there; they are never given a second thought till one 
of it goes missing. That’s the status it would have been relegated to, but 
for the ‘people’ who ate, developed and made it the centre of their Uni-
verse. Food had always been a topic of fascination for Shiv- the colors, 
textures, smells, tastes and more importantly the history. His mother, an 
Indian Brahmin from Bangalore in the South of India, – a vegan by birth, 
while studying in the northern part of the country, Delhi, fell in love with 
a boy from Calcutta in the eastern part of India. My mother was in for 
a surprise - a sub sect of eastern Brahmins of India ate MEAT! Years on 
she learned to cook fish and meat dishes from Eastern India. What in-
trigued him was how people depending on their religion, faith or beliefs 
made food choices. How did one group enjoy frog legs while another was 
repulsed? How could a ‘beef eating’ community start treating cows as sa-
cred? If food was the reason man became a nomad and then later settled 
on the banks of fertile rivers for feeding his community and livestock, 
how come the history of the world is all about who killed whom and not 
about development of food and recipes? What started as a wish to learn 
the culinary arts has since evolved into a journey,a quest and an obses-
sion to find the lost recipes of the ancient Worlds from 2000CE. Time has 
gone by reading through historical times, rediscovering culinary classics, 
exploring countless techniques of cooking, and reconstructing dishes 
that time forgot with ingredients that are available today. Cooking tech-
niques of the ancient civilizations were simple. Stress was more on tastes 
and flavors. This is what has been collated in this book, those recipes 
that are simple to create. It is an attempt to introduce you to dishes lost 
in kitchens through time, recipes with a story, stories of romance and war 
that influenced food, anecdotes and trivia that lent their unique color, 
flavor and techniques to various cuisines. Researching, compiling, recon-
structing, cooking and eating for this book has been an experience. ILet 
this endeavor at sharing experiences truly help you enjoy food through 
the centuries! Be blessed – stay fed. 

All Rights Available: WORLD English Translation and Languages

Shiv Shankar Maitra has visibility 
among more than 25,000 people 
on digital media on food related 

topics, researching dishes, 
designing plating, consulting 

fine dining restaurants for recipe 
development, training chefs of 

Michelin–starred restaurants 
on world heritage cuisine, etc. 

After briefly getting experience 
in filmmaking, he directed and 

produced a 3 hr. video dictionary 
on sugarcane cultivation in Asia. 

The idea was to document various 
agricultural methods/techniques 
of plantation to help the farmers. 

This was the 1st such project in 
Asia. Around ‘93  he moved into 

advertising and films with MAA-
Bozell and started Odyssey Video 
Communication that incidentally 

became India’s 1st production 
house to go public and get listed 

on BSE. In 2013, he founded 
Fleisher & Koch – a gourmet meat 

processing & distribution company. 
Alongside that he also founded 

Tranquil House India - India’s 
first food truck network serving 

RET [Ready to Eat] meals for EWS 
[Economically weaker sections]. 
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Yusuf Ansari

MUGHALS AT WAR 
A History of the Military Campaigns of the Great Mughals  1526-1710 OR
A History of the Military Campaigns that made the Mughal Empire  
1526-1710

‘Mughals at War’ is the study of conflicts in the reigns of the first six 
Mughal emperors, which spanned the better part of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries and examines their individual dispositions be-
fore, during and after each of these campaigns. Every battle, siege and 
campaign described in these pages is unique; for the reasons why it was 
fought, the way in which it was fought and for the implications of the 
result of that particular military event. Each of these confrontations 
was critical to the dynamic of how the Mughal Empire and the conse-
quent history of India developed. The Mughals waged war for enrichment, 
aggrandizement and power and their wars introduced new political pro-
cesses, cultural nuances and social change, sometimes unintentionally, 
to the lands and people they brought under their control. New territories 
and the expansion of the empire necessitated the modification of meth-
ods and systems within their militarism. 
The book brings focus on the martial aspects of the Mughal Empire and 
its luminaries, through a study of particular campaigns and demon-
strates how that engagement changed the course of history. This is by 
no means a conclusive thesis on the battles, sieges and campaigns cov-
ered here. However, it is the first attempt that combines a diverse range 
of sources. Topographical information, outlooks of the victors as well as 
the vanquished, the psychologies of commanders, soldiery and camp-
followers, the ‘live coverage’ of neutral observers and other first hand 
contemporary evidence is brought together to present a comprehensive 
perspective of specific contests between the Mughals themselves and 
their adversaries.

All Rights Available: WORLD English Translation and Languages

AKBAR: THE FIRST INDIAN 
A biography of the Mughal Emperor Akbar 1556-1605.

Akbar’s reign burst upon the stagnant landscape of medieval Indian life 
with a vitality that altered its predictable, repetitive motions forever, and 
gave a new energy and perspective to history of the sub-continent ever 
since.  Descended from some of the greatest conquerors of history but 
who was himself born the son of a fugitive, an individual who, by his 
vision and the sheer force of his personality created one of the greatest 
empires the world has ever seen. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Penguin Random House India
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and 
Languages

Yusuf Anis Ahmad Ansari, 
great grandson of Dr. MA Ansari 
(President of the Indian National 
Congress), was educated at the 
Stowe School in England and 
graduated in Industrial Relations 
from the London School of 
Economics. He returned home 
to the complex world of Indian 
politics and served as a Member, 
Department of Policy Planning and 
Coordination, AICC, and Chairman, 
Department of Policy Planning 
and Coordination, UPCC. He 
contributes regularly to magazines 
and newspapers on political issues 
and current affairs in a changing 
India. He is the author of Sonia 
Gandhi, Triumph of Will (Tara 
Press). 
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Murad Ali Baig

OVER 30,000 COPIES SOLD!  

80 QUESTIONS TO 
UNDERSTAND INDIA:
History, Mythology and Religion     

Eighty questions and answers covering many in-
teresting topics. 80 Questions is a fascinating 
journey into the complex world of India and all its 
influences; cultural, geographical, technological 
and social and the creation and impact of these as 
well as political and religious forces and how they 
have impacted upon the people of India.  Murad 
Baig does not question the importance of faith 
but argues that ALL religions have been captured by their clergy who set themselves up as ‘agents’ of their faith, 
leading to distortions, superstitions and religiosity at odds with the original word of the founding sages.  He 
analyses the five creators of religion: the founding prophets, the apostles, priests, the rulers and the rich as pa-
trons, and finally the common people whose offerings and sacrifices provide power and wealth to the institution 
of their faith.  Writing on religion can be volatile. Fortunately Murad cannot be accused of being partisan when 
his answers equally affect Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs and others.

“Provocative, informative… a book of questions you had always wanted to ask about India… with eighty answers 
to argue about” 

- Gita Mehta, author of Karma Cola and A River Sutra 

“This is a thought provoking book... The author has explored our past and questioned popular beliefs and opin-
ions... that have led to the beliefs and superstitions that we harbour today. Lakshmi Pillai. Jetwings flight maga-
zine “What Reflections in a Sacred Pond does--as much by its method as by its content—is to quietly and per-
suasively facilitate the path of rational and open dialogue on some of the most demanding issues of our time” 

- P.Gopinath, World Commission on Globalization

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and Languages

 The Next 
80 QUESTIONS TO  
UNDERSTAND INDIA
 
After the success of Murad’s 80 Questions to Un-
derstand India in hard cover and its subsequent 
paper cover editions, there are still more ques-
tions that remain unanswered. TARA press is 
proud to present the second book in the series. 

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South 
Asia, Translation and Languages

English

English

The Next The Next

Hindi

Hindi
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Mohammed Mahfoodh Alardhi 

ARABS UNSEEN 
   

Arabs Unseen explores the enlighten-
ing journeys of 10 exemplary figures 
from the modern Arab world. It em-
braces the theme of drawing inspira-
tion from these individuals who over-
came various challenges to build a 
body of work in their respective fields. 
Their experiences are significant for 
all generations within the Arab world 
and beyond. 

Rights Sold: WORLD English: 
Bloomsbury UK
Rights Available: Translation and 
Languages

Mohammed Mahfoodh Al Ardhi 
is the Executive Chairman of 
Investcorp, He is also the Chairman 
of National Bank of Oman. Mr. Al 
Ardhi serves on the International 
Advisory Board of The Brookings 
Institution in Washington, D.C. 
and as a trustee for the Eisenhower 
Fellowship in Philadelphia. He is 
the former Chief of the Omani Air 
Force. He completed a Master’s 
Degree in Public Policy from 
the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University. 
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MIND, BODY, SPIRIT
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Rajesh Setty 

BRILLIANT! Being Smart AND Successful  
Anne Frank said it right - “How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a 
single moment be-fore starting to improve the world.” 
You are probably someone that Anne Frank is referring to. Whatever 
it is that you are pursuing, one thing is for sure - you are someone that 
does not want to settle for less. You are not satisfied at simply getting by. 

Smart for him is someone 
• who has the capability to make a significant contribution 
• who can make life more meaningful for people around him or her OR 
•  who can accomplish what his or her peers can accomplish more easily, 

at less cost and more quickly. 
Being stuck is to face one or more stumbling blocks on the path. 
If you are smart, but stuck, it can be very frustrating. You can clearly see 
the destination and it is attainable (meaning you are not going after a 
pie in the sky). You even know how to get there but there’s one or more 
obstacles in the path. You can’t proceed without removing those obsta-
cles. You have to get “unstuck” first before you resume your journey to 
that pot of gold. 

(Being smart) - (getting unstuck) = Full Brilliance

Knowing that you are smart which is the first criteria, only the reader 
can determine whether you are “stuck” or not. 
If you do, then this is probably a book for you. 
His goal isn’t to make the readers smarter but rather to help clear those 
stumbling blocks (the “stuckness”) and subsequently to help accelerate 
the reader’s journey towards that accomplishment. 
His goal with this book is to be a catalyst to accelerate it. What’s in this 
book has been field-tested - meaning he has shared excerpts of this 
book via his blog, speaking and consulting engagements over the last 
few years. 

All Rights Available: WORLD English, Translation and Languages

He got his first job as a journalist 
for a local newspaper, when he was 
just a teenager. Apart from that, 
he met his first mentor in life and 
that shaped his life thereon. He has 
traveled and all over the world and 
lived in five different countries. 
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Rādhikā Vachāni 

YOGĀCĀRA    
Mantras & inspirations to live the life you want

There are billions of cells in our bodies that seek balance and alignment 
on a daily basis, discarding resistance so that they may return to their 
natural state of calm. The more calm one feels, the easier it is for the cells 
to find their alignment, in order to restore and regenerate, preventing 
the depletion of cells that often manifest in disorders.
YOGĀCĀRA is a means to slow down life’s pace, so that we may learn how 
to listen. It epitomizes an authentic and traditional approach toward 
healing and revitalization of one’s mind, body, and essential energies. 
Embodying the ancient wisdom and philosophies of ayurveda, yoga, 
pranayama, meditation, chakra healing, and the practices of mind, body 
and spirit, one achieves a level to still the mind, release blocked energy, 
create harmony in the body and emotions and develop a heightened 
awareness of one’s well-being, in order to make the necessary changes 
toward a happier, healthier and more harmonious way of living.
Its philosophy epitomizes an authentic and traditional approach toward 
healing and revitalization of one’s mind, body, and essential energies. 
YOGĀCĀRA: Mantras & Inspirations to live the life you want is about 
learning to extend simple but important practices into our daily lives, so 
that we become creators of a new form of power and energy and some 
new experiences in our lives. Strong, centered and one with the flow of 
life, where we consciously become aware of the universal laws of cause 
and effect, so that we may align ourselves to these laws, in creating a sim-
ple but powerful life that matters in today’s brave new world we live in.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Westland Ltd.
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and
Languages

Mani Rao
 

BHAGWAD GITA 
In this bold, new translation of the Gita, 
poet Mani Rao cuts past conventions and 
uses space and language innovatively to 
deliver an experience of immediacy for the 
reader. At the same time, she adheres strict-
ly to the meaning of the original and is sen-
sitive to the nuances of the Sanskrit original 
with all its wordplay and texture. Mani Rao’s 
Bhagavad Gita sets a new standard for the 
translation of canonical spiritual texts.

Rights Sold: USA/Canada : Autumn Hill Books
South Asia (English): Fingerprint Prakash Books
Rights Available: WORLD and Languages (Excl. USA/Canada/South Asia), Trans-
lation and Languages

Rādhikā Vachāni leads a simple 
life dedicated to the creation of a 
mass of powerful energies in and 

around our lives through Yogacara. 
Rādhikā, who owns Yogacara and 

teaches yoga there, has been a prac-
titioner since the early 1990s. She 

learnt Iyengar Yoga and also trained 
under gurus of the Bihar school of 

yoga while pursuing her career as a 
business director in a brand strategy 

firm. 
Rādhikā began the Yogacara arts 

of healing some years ago, with the 
intention of reviving ancient and 

authentic holistic healing therapies 
to enable people to bring simple 

practices back into their lives. 
Radhika can be reached at http://

www.yogacara.in/

Mani Rao is the author of eight poetry books including Ghostmasters (2010) and Echolocation (2003). Her poems and essays have 
appeared in journals including Indian Literature, Kavya Bharati, Almost Island, Wasafiri, Meanjin, Washington Square, eXchanges, 
Fulcrum, Asia Literary Review, West Coast Line, Iowa Review, Colorado Review, Interim, and in anthologies including Penguin’s 60 In-
dian Poets, Zoland Poetry, W.W. Norton’s Language for a New Century and The Bloodaxe Book of Contemporary Indian Poets. She was 
a visiting fellow at the Iowa International Writing Program in 2005 and 2009, and the 2006 University of Iowa International Program’s 
writer-in-residence. She has a BA in English from Stella Maris College, Chennai, a Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in poetry from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas, and is a PhD student of religious studies at Duke University. The author’s website is www.manirao.com.
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Mikael Bergstrand

DELHI’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HANDS

In Delhi’s most beautiful hands/Delhis 
vackraste händer, a middle-aged Swed-
ish man meets the bustling and colour-
ful life in India and encounters unex-
pected passion where he least expected 
to find it. Mikael Bergstrand describes 
this meeting with warmth and with a 
large portion of humour. 
Göran Borg is what you might call 
a “loser”: middle-aged, increasingly 
chubby, and without ambitions. His 
waking hours are mostly spent on read-
ing a fan blog for football and think-
ing about his ex-wife, who left him 8 
years, 4 months and 3 days ago. This is 
his every-day life until one day when he 

suddenly gets fired (due to extensive surfing on said fan blog for football) 
and is given a year’s worth of salary in compensation. 
When Göran has processed the worst of his bitterness, he decides to join 
his best friend Erik on a group trip to India. But the trip doesn’t at all turn 
out the way Göran expected; already at the airport Erik abandons him for 
the company of a hot, young girl in the group, and once they have arrived 
Göran struck with a horrible case of the “Delhi Belly”. Sick, alone and 
deserted at a shabby hotel in Jaipur, Göran awaits his inevitable death.
But then Yogendra “Yogi” Singh Thakur walks through the door, a spirited 
textile merchant armed to the teeth with inexhaustible optimism. With 
Yogi by his side, Göran is taken on an inner and outer journey through 
India, filled with adventure, strong friendship and intense love.

All Rights Available: WORLD English, Translation and Languages

DARJEELING MIST
Once again we get to follow the adventures of Göran Borg and Yogendra 
‘Yogi’ Singh Thakur, this time they take us from the bustling Delhi life to 
the mist-clad mountains of Darjeeling.
Göran Borg is back on Swedish soil and back in his old tracks. The revo-
lutionary trip to India and his love affair with Preeti feel little more than 
distant memories, and he struggles with a general sense of anxiety and 
failure.
But soon it is time, finally, for Yogi’s marriage with the love of his life, 
Lakshmi, and Göran sees it as an excuse to leave town and some unre-
solved conflicts behind him. And Yogi is happy to see him and get some 
assistance with the big wedding preparations.
To finance the wedding Yogi has bought a prosperous tea estate in Darjeel-
ing for his father-in-law’s money and Göran goes with him to inspect it. But 
the seemingly easy deal with a quick refund turns out to be a con; there is 
indeed an estate, but in its state of decay it will not see profit any time soon.
Yogi is defeated, without money he cannot marry Lakshmi, and he can-
not return home to Delhi to his mother either. And Göran has to rush 
back to Sweden; otherwise he will lose his job. Once again, Göran lets the 
fear get the better of him. But what kind of friend is he to leave his best 
mate alone on a mismanaged tea estate to drink away his sorrows? At 
the airport Göran changes his mind and goes back to help Yogi, and to-

Mikael Bergstrand is a journal-
ist and author from Malmö, in the 
south of Sweden. He has previously 
worked for many years on Southern 
Sweden´s leading daily paper Syds-
venska Dagbladet.
In 2007 the Mikael moved to India, 
and lived in New Delhi for almost 
four years, sharing his time between 
traveling and writing. Since 2011 
he lives in Sweden again, but still 
travels frequently to India.
In 2011, Mikael Bergstrand got 
his big breakthrough with Delhis 
vackraste händer, which has been 
sold to nine countries so far and will 
soon become a television series. The 
books about Göran and Yogi have 
sold more than 200 000 copies to 
date.
Delhis vackraste händer/Delhi’s 
most beautiful hands has been 
translated to nine languages.
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gether with the enterprising Lakshmi, who has travelled alone all across 
the country to see her beloved Yogi, they manage to turn things around 
at the estate and make their future look a lot brighter.

All Rights Available: WORLD English, Translation and Languages

THE GURU IN PONOMA VALLEY
The Guru In Ponoma Valley - Finally, Yogi and Lakshmi have married! 
And after the grand South Indian wedding, and the start of an exciting 
honeymoon, Göran Borg packs his bags and returns to his hometown 
Malmö. He is still out of work, he’s drinking a bit too much and his new 
relationship is much more complicated than he thought and hoped it 
would be.
When Yogi suddenly shows up in Malmö all ingrained notions and pat-
terns are thrown over. Together they head out to the Pomonavalley in 
picturesque Österlen, to tend to a house for the summer. Yogi is amazed 
by all the curious Swedes, their traditions and peculiarities, and he soon 
become very popular not least thanks to his big heart and open mind. 
The house is filled by all sorts of truth seekers and the the local paper 
writes an appreciative report about the charismatic Indian guru and his 
popular gatherings. But of course there are people in the neighborhood 
who doesn’t appreciate Indian wisdom, tea drinking and yoga sessions.
The Guru In Pomona Valley is the third and last instalment in Mikael 
Bergstrand’s series about BFFs Göran and Yogi. It is a novel about Swed-
ish eccentricities, the search of one’s true self, and the ability to love one-
self, as well as others. It is written with the same sense of warm humor 
that has given Delhis vackraste händer and Dimma över Darjeeling so 
many readers.

All Rights Available: WORLD English, Translation and Languages
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David Lagercrantz is the son of 
Olof Lagercrantz, a Swedish author 
and literary critic, and Martina 
Lagercrantz.
In December 2013 David 
Lagercrantz signed a contract with 
the Swedish publishing house 
Norstedts and Moggliden AB, 
the company that oversees Stieg 
Larsson’s literary estate, to write 
a new instalment in Larsson’s 
Millennium series, the global 
publishing phenomenon featuring 
Lisbeth Salander and Mikael 
Blomkvist.
The fourth book in the series will be 
launched worldwide in the autumn 
of 2015. 

Stieg Larsson
David Lagercrantz

MILLENIUM SERIES 

All across the world, people are talking about Stieg Larsson’s best-selling 
novels, set in Sweden and featuring Lisbeth Salander—“one of the most 
original and memorable heroines to surface in a recent thriller” (The New 
York Times). The trilogy is an international sensation that will grab you 
and keep you “reading with eyes wide open” (San Francisco Chronicle). 
“[It] is intricately plotted, lavishly detailed but written with a breakneck 
pace and verve” (The Independent, U.K.), but “be warned: the trilogy is 
seriously addictive.” (The Guardian, U.K.).

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo
The Girl Who Played with Fire
The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest

THE GIRL IN THE SPIDER’S WEB 
David Lagercrantz, Stieg Larsson

This fall, Lisbeth Salander and Mikael Blomkvist return in the highly 
anticipated follow-up to Stieg Larsson’s The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s 
Nest
In this adrenaline-charged thriller, genius-hacker Lisbeth Salander and 
journalist Mikael Blomkvist face a dangerous new threat and must again 
join forces.
Late one night, Blomkvist receives a phone call from a trusted source 
claiming to have information vital to the United States. The source has 
been in contact with a young female super hacker—a hacker resembling 
someone Blomkvist knows all too well. The implications are staggering.

Co-agency representation: Red Ink Literary Agency, India
INDIA- Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Marathi, Malayalam, Kannada: 
Westland Ltd.
Gujarati: RRSheth
Rights Sold in 44 World Languages by Norstedts Agency, Sweden
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Håkan Nesser

BORKMANN’S POINT 

‘Borkmann’s rule was hardly a rule; in fact, it was more of a comment, a 
landmark for tricky cases . . . In every investigation, he maintained, there 
comes a point beyond which we don’t really need any more information. 
When we reach that point, we already know enough to solve the case by 
means of nothing more than some decent thinking.’
Two men are brutally murdered with an axe in the quiet coastal town 
of Kaalbringen and Chief Inspector Van Veeteren, bored on holiday 
nearby, is summoned to assist the local authorities. The local police 
chief, just days away from retirement, is determined to wrap things up 
before he goes.
But there is no clear link between the victims. Then one of Van Veeteren’s 
colleagues, a brilliant young female detective, goes missing - perhaps she 
has reached Borkmann’s Point before anyone else . . .
Borkmann’s Point is followed by the third title in the series, The Return.

Co-agency representation: Red Ink Literary Agency, India 
INDIA- Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Marathi, Malayalam, Kannada – 
Westland Ltd. 
WORLD + Languages : Bonnierförlagen AB/Bonnier Rights, Stockholm, 
Sweden

Jo Nesbo

THE BAT
Harry Is Out Of His Depth.
Detective Harry Hole is meant to keep out of trouble. A young Norwe-
gian girl taking a gap year in Sydney has been murdered, and Harry has 
been sent to Australia to assist in any way he can.
He’s Not Supposed To Get Too Involved. When the team unearths a string 
of unsolved murders and disappearances, nothing will stop Harry from 
finding out the truth. The hunt for a serial killer is on, but the murderer 
will talk only to Harry.
He Might Just Be The Next Victim.
Appearing in English for the first time, The Bat is the legendary first 
novel from the worldwide phenomenon Jo Nesbo.

Co-agency representation: Red Ink Literary Agency, India 
INDIA- Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Marathi, Malayalam, Kannada: 
Westland Ltd. 
World + Languages: Salomonsson Agency, Stockholm, Sweden

(L-R) Satyarth Nayak, author of The 
Emperor’s Riddles, Anuj Bahri, CEO, 
Red Ink Literary Agency, Haken 
Nasser, author of  Borkmann’s Point 
and Mahendra Jakhar, author of 
Butcher of Benares
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Pran Kishore Kaul

GUL GULSHAN GULFAM
Gul, Gulshan, Gulfam tells the story of a family trying desperately to hold on to the glory of their past. It is painted 
against the backdrop of the beautiful Dal Lake and takes the reader through a calm journey through the everyday 
lives and relationships of the lake’s inhabitants. 
In a Kashmir constantly threatened by terrorism, Malla Khaliq tries to remain optimistic about his waning busi-
ness of three shikaras, his house-boats Gul, Gulsham Gulfam that have made him the man he is today. He at-
tempts to merge the brilliance and warmth of ancestral Kashmiri traditions with the rapidly changing society.  
A man of strong family values, he strives to keep his family of three sons and a daughter unified. While Noor 
Mohammed loves his father and does everything in his power to follow in his footsteps, Ghulam Ahmed and 
Ghulam Qadir have dreams of their own, getting involved in nefarious activities that could prove to be the end 
of Malla Khaliq’s dreams. 
Gul Gulshan Gulfam is a beautiful tragic tale almost allegoric in its narration of modern Kashmir, illustrating how 
the world of shikara owners and their families turned upside down with the rising terrorism and decline of the 
Kashmiri tourism industry. 
Gul Gulshan Gulfam has also been adapted for an TV series that was an instant hit and was aired for ap-
prox. 200+ episodes.

Rights Sold: South Asia (English): Harper Collins India
Hindi : Tara Press
Kashimiri: Tara Press
Rights Available: WORLD English excl. South Asia, Translation and Languages
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